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The Coleman Lectures 
in Catholic Studies

The Coleman Lectures in Catholic Studies 
at Oregon State University endeavors to 
promote economic, social, cultural and 
environmental progress for the people of 
Oregon, the nation and the world. 

“We need to get to know each other, listen 
to each other, and improve our knowledge 
of the world around us.”   Pope Francis I

Catholicism plays an increasingly  
important role in religion and politics  
throughout  the  world.  

A better understanding of the history,  
theology, philosophy, and literature  
of the Catholic Church enriches  
discussion about what it means to  
believe — and to doubt — in the  
21st century.   

The Coleman Lectures in Catholic   
Studies endeavor to deepen  
understanding of Catholic ideas and 
culture at Oregon State University  
by bringing to campus the best  
scholars of Catholicism in both the 
humanities and the sciences in the  
academic year 2014-2015.   



Advisory Committee:

* Enrich the educational experience of 
 students at Oregon State University  
    by presenting insightful academic work in  
     the field of Catholic Studies

* Broaden the audience at Oregon State  
 University for serious and engaged  
 discussion of the history, theology,  
     and  culture  of Catholicism.  

* Inform and promote thought and  
 discussion on the OSU campus, 
 in the broader communities of  
  Corvallis, Oregon, and throughout the  
  Pacific Northwest, about the "Catholic  
      intellectual tradition" and its implications  
      for life in the 21st century.  

* Foster the University and Oregon  
  community of Catholics, as well as  
  those interested in Catholicism, by  
     connecting them with the leading minds  
      in this field of inquiry. 

* Spark Catholic administrators and  
   faculty at OSU to coalesce around the  
  scholarly discussion of the Catholic  
   tradition, and encourage more robust  
  interaction between students at the  
    Newman Center and Catholic faculty on   
       campus.

James E. Coleman attended the College of  
Business at Oregon State University for two 
years and graduated from the University of  
Oregon in 1958.  Co-Chairman and Past Co-
president of E. & J. Gallo Winery, he has been 
with the company for over 50 years, helping  
the family-owned business become the  
largest winery in the world. 

Nicole von Germeten’s research focuses on the 
religious and cultural history of Latin America  
with a specific focus on race and gender in  
colonial Mexico and Columbia.  Her published 
books, essays, reviews and articles examine 
the religious lives of Africans in Mexican history,  
efforts to missionize enslaved Africans in  
colonial Columbia, and the sexual politics of  
colonial Cartegena.

Amy L. Koehlinger’s research focuses on 
the cultural and social history of American  
Catholicism, historical intersections of  
religion and social reform in the United  
States, and the construction of gender within  
American religious traditions.  She has  
published work on Catholic women religious,  
Franciscan apostolates, and sport and  
masculinity in American Catholic culture.

Steven C. Rubert studies African history, with a 
specific focus on colonial Zimbabwe.   He also 
has a deeply-rooted interest in the Catholic  
tradition of social and economic justice.   
He has published work on agriculture and labor  
in Zimbawe and on the historical development  
of health care systems in colonial Africa. 

Chris Anderson is a poet and an ordained 
deacon in the Roman Catholic Church, he is 
interested in the Bible as literature, Dante, 
spiritual autobiography, and the relationship 
of religion and literature in general.   He has 
written, co-written, or edited fourteen books 
in a variety of genres on diverse subjects.

The Coleman Lectures 
in Catholic Studies 

seek to:

“The Church must step outside herself...   
 

To go where?  
 

To the outskirts of existence,  
whatever they may be,  

We must create a culture of encounter, 
a culture of friendship, a culture in 
which we find brothers and sisters, 
 in which we can also speak with those 
who think differently, as well as those 
who hold other beliefs, who do not 

have the same faith.”
  
 
 Pope Francis I

Pat Casey is the head coach for the Oregon 
State University baseball team. He is best 
known for winning the 2006 College World 
Series for the Beavers’ first-ever baseball  
National Championship.  He led the Beavers 
to a repeat championship in the 2007 College 
World Series, the first unranked team in his-
tory to accomplish this feat.


