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As you will see in the pages within, we’ve had another extraordinary  year.  Our faculty continue to publish creative 
and vital work in top journals and presses, to inspire our majors with probing classes, and to perform critical service 
throughout the university.  Our students are among the very best at OSU.  It has been quite gratifying to have them work 
alongside us in building the School, with the creation of new student clubs, with outreach throughout the university, and 

with scholarship and service that has earned them university honors.

And the School continues to grow.  We will make two hires this year, in African 
History and Buddhist studies, bringing us to nine new hires since the School was 
created.  And with those hires and the new energy involved in creating the School, 
we’ve been actively moving forward on several fronts.  A few examples may 
stand in for many other like developments:

Some twenty-five years after OSU’s Religion Department was cut in the wake of 
Measure 5, a new Religious  Studies major was approved by the Higher Education 
Coordinating Committee (HECC) in September 2014.  The major is thriving, with 
new courses in Religion in the American West, Religion in US Foreign Relations, 
Spirituality and Ecology, and Ancient Jewish History. And the Religious Studies 
Student Club, now has some 20 regular members, and features films, lectures, field 
trips, and the popular “dialogue dinners.”  The club joins students organizations in 
History, Philosophy, Skepticism, and Bioethics, all hosted in SHPR. 

A new on-line major in History was approved this spring, and within just a few 
months, we have already had 25 new majors apply.  This year we are considering an on-line major in Religion and a minor 
in Philosophy. 

As part of the University’s sesquicentennial in 2018 (now given the more user-friendly name, OSU 150), SHPR is offering 
opportunities to feature student research on the history of university in public forums and in a major exhibit that will be 
offered at the Oregon Historical Society in 2018.

Last year we hosted some 90 events -- visiting lectures, workshops, panels, films, and community forums --  including 
20 that were part of the Citizenship and Crisis Initiative.  We branched out this year to hold events in Portland; next year 
we’ll expand to include Bend.  And beyond the immediate audiences who have joined us, we’ve been actively partnering 
with radio and television to reach as broad an audience as possible, including NPR’s Philosophy Talk and OPB’s Think Out 
Loud.   This spring C-SPAN promises to cover a major international conference on Grand Strategy.    

Finally, we’ve  been joining forces with K-12 schools in 509J and throughout Oregon. The collaboration between the 
Phronesis Lab in Philosophy and College Hill High School that has brought their students to OSU to study social justice is 
now in its third year.  A new master class on the “World Peace Game” offered this summer brought together teachers and 
professionals from Taiwan, Korea, Japan, and Mexico with teachers from Oregon and faculty and staff from OSU. 

These developments provide just a glimpse of what we’ve been up to in SHPR, and a sense of good things to come.  I hope 
you’ll come by and visit with us in person if you are in town – we’d love to have you here in the halls of Milam.
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1.   Sharyn Clough is a guest on the national radio show Philosophy Talk
2.  Horning professor Anita Guerrini discusses her new book, The Courtiers’ Anatomists’ 

3.   Prof’s Stuart Sarbacker, Amy Koehlinger, and John Frohnmayer discuss 
     religion and the body as part of the 2014 Ideas Matter Lecture Series

4.  The Raging Grannies were one of many community  
                participants at the “Nature’s Trust” event 

5.  Huffington Post religion editor Paul Raushenbush spoke  at OSU on  
                   Media and Religion in the wake of Charlie Hebdo

6.  Emeritus Professor Mary Jo Nye was honored this year  
                 with a full day festschrift in her honor

7.  World Court Judge and Auschwitz child survivor Thomas Buergenthal   
              headlined this year’s Holocaust Memorial Program at OSU. 

        8.   Prof. Massimo Pigliucci was one of four scholars who participated in this year’s 
                Philosopher, Scientist, Citizen lecture series sponsored by the Phronesis Lab.
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Much of what we do for our students is made possible by the generosity of our 
alumni and friends.   The Honor Roll recognizes the School’s annual supporters 
who have made outright gifts or pledge payments totaling $100 or more between 
July 1, 2014, and June 30, 2015.

Every attempt has been made to ensure the accuracy of these lists.  However, if you 
notice an error, please contact Penny Hardesty, Director of Donor Relations, OSU 

Foundation, Penny.Hardesty@oregonstate.edu or 541-737-1469. 

Thank You for Your Support!
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Beginning this Fall, you can now earn an 
undergraduate degree in History through E-Campus!   

The OSU E-campus online program  
is ranked #5 in the Nation!

Sincerely,

 Ben Mutschler 
Director, School of History, Philosophy, and Religion
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What is a citizen? How has citizenship changed over 
time? In what ways have “crises”—such as wars or 

economic downturns—impacted understandings  
as well as practices of citizenship?

    
These and related questions frame our ongoing and inter-

disciplinary initiative entitled “Citizenship and Crisis.”  This 
multi-year program is organized around enduring questions 

regarding citizenship, crisis, and the relationship between 
these two concepts.

This initiative’s core mission is to create physical, digital, 
and virtual spaces where a diverse public spanning the 
spectrum of age, politics, and socio-economic status can 

engage in deep conversations about questions related to 
citizenship and crisis. We seek to reach students, citizens, 

policy-makers, and have therefore gathered a group of 
scholars and staff from SHPR and across OSU 

who share a passion for promoting 
learning and generating reflection 
about some of the most vital issues 

and ideas that challenge the U.S. 
and the world today.  This new 
initiative aims to tap into hot-

button topics to draw in large 
audiences and deploy the best 

insights and techniques of 
historical and humanities 
scholarship to do so.

 
 We designed Citizenship 

and Crisis to take on a 
major theme in two-year 
cycles. In the inaugural 

year of the program 
(AY 2014-15) and in this 

coming year, our focus is 
on citizenship and war, using 

Prof’s Nichols, Orosco,  
Hamblin, and Ritzheimer  

explored Citizenship and WW1.

SHPR held a town hall  at Old World Deli 
in Corvallis entitled “Is the US at War?” 

It was carried live on OPB’s ‘Think Out Loud’

SHPR Director Ben Mutschler discussed 
the history of gun ownership in the  
United States on Constitution Day

Citizenship and Crisis
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the centenary of WWI as a springboard for much of our programming.  The first year of our 
program featured roughly twenty wide-ranging interdisciplinary events comprised of panels 
and participants representing all of the schools in the OSU College of Liberal Arts as well as the 
sciences and OSU libraries.  The Citizenship and Crisis Initiative enjoyed tremendous support.   
Large crowds turned out for programming that ranged from film viewings to scholarly talks to 
town hall discussions.   In our view the social, political, cultural, and economic dislocations of that 
“Great War” provided fertile ground for larger explorations about the ways in which warfare left an 
indelible impression on the politics of citizenship creating resonant issues for us to consider today.  
 
Some major events from 2014-2015 included: a collaboration with Oregon Public Broadcasting’s 
“Think Out Loud” Program for a Corvallis Town Hall at the Old World Deli on the question “Is the 
U.S. at war?”  This event drew almost two-hundred people and generated a vibrant several-hour 
discussion which was then edited and broadcast as an hour-long program on OPB; fascinating 
invited guest lectures and discussions by prominent scholars on WWI, citizenship, race, and 
migration; a “Citizenship and Crisis” undergraduate and graduate conference at the OSU Center 
for the Humanities; events at the Oregon Historical Society; and a series of film viewings and 
discussions in Portland, including at the Portland Art Museum and NWFilm Center, and at various 
venues in Corvallis. 
 
This coming year we will continue the theme and extend beyond WWI, with broader attention 
given to civil liberties and social justice and to U.S. international relations from the country’s 
founding through the present. We ask, for example: In what ways have warfare and international 
crises enshrined obligations to the state? What are the historical and contemporary challenges 
related to the U.S.’s grand strategy in its international relations? How do questions of local 
allegiance to country, perspectives on civil liberties, and newer conceptions of a “global 
citizenship” figure into the most pressing political questions of our time? 

Exciting events we are planning for the coming year include: a master class with renowned 
teacher John Hunter on the World Peace Game; a focus on civil rights and responsibilities, 
including panels and talks addressing the history and legacy of the  13th, 14th, and 15th 
Amendments to the Constitution and about the prison industrial complex; programs on 
the future of U.S. conflicts and the “past, present, and future” of veterans coming home; 
interdisciplinary panels dedicated to key issues for the upcoming presidential campaign; film 
viewings and discussions keyed in to WWI themes; and a multi-day international conference 
on rethinking American grand strategy.

Duke Professor Adrienne Lentz-Smith 
presented on African American soldiers  

and citizenship in World War 1

‘Paths of Glory’ was one of  
three films discussed this year 

as part of the C&C Initiative

Professors from across CLA came  
together to discuss the concept of  

citizenship from 5 unique disciplines



The Hundere Endowment in Religion and Culture drew attention to the religious significance of the body and its 
interrelationship with the self through a series of well-attended lectures and panels 
in Fall 2014. The various programs were organized in conjunction with the “Ideas 
Matter” lecture series, which originated in the Department of Philosophy in 1992.
 

Several prominent scholars from across the country delivered presentations and 
lectures during the program.  Ariel Glucklich of Georgetown University examined 
why much of the discourse in religious communities about the body has focused 
on the experience of pain. Glucklich drew on 
themes he has developed extensively in his book, 
Sacred Pain. Manuel Vasquez of the University of 
Florida expanded the scope of the discussion by 

considering the importance within religious traditions of materiality, concrete 
objects, including the body, that are vested with sacral significance. Hector 
Avalos, from Purdue University, provided a very sharp criticism of religious 
understandings of disability, which he found rooted in biblical teachings and 
parables.

A distinctive feature of the series was the involvement of OSU faculty and local 
community members. A panel of three persons addressed religious and 
philosophical dimensions of embodiment and sport, with each member of the 
panel focusing on both their experience and their scholarship in a particular 
sport. John Frohnmayer examined the “the perfect catch” in rowing, while 
Amy Koehlinger considered the significance of boxing, and Stuart Sarbacker 
developed insightful parallels between gymnastics and yoga practices.  
Women’s and feminist perspectives on religion and embodiment were 
presented by Susan Shaw and Crystal Boson, both faculty members in the 
School of Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies.

 
A concluding panel was comprised of four practicing  
physicians in the Corvallis area who addressed their understanding of 
the vocation of healing, and the practical and professional conflicts 
they encounter that stem from religious beliefs or world-views.  The 
different perspectives and specializations of the physicians, ranging 
from pediatrics to hospice care for the terminally ill, made for a very 
rich community dialogue.

This interdisciplinary and inter-institutional conversation continued in the spring of 2015 when the 2nd Pacific 
Northwest Undergraduate Student Conference in Religious Studies convened. Students from five Oregon universities 
– OSU, Lewis and Clark, Linfield, Reed, and Willamette – addressed the “Healings and Hurtings” theme from the 
perspective of their own thesis and classroom research. These lectures, panels, and conferences helped us to build 
an innovative culture of research and engagement in the first year of the degree program in Religious Studies.

The Spring Creek Project goes ‘WILD’

History as it Happens:  SHPR  Flash Panels   

Throughout the past year, the Spring Creek Project hosted readings, seminars, workshops and discussions on the 
theme “Humans and Other Wild Animals.” Events examined the role of humans in the current and ongoing ‘sixth 
mass extinction,’ and considered ways in which seeing climate disruption through its impacts on wild animals 
might move people to insight, empathy and action. 

The keynote event for the series was a reading and seminar by nationally acclaimed 
author Elizabeth Kolbert (The Sixth Extinction) in February. Fall term events included  a 
reading by Alison Hawthorne Deming (Zoologies: On Animals and the Human Spirit) and 
Robert Michael Pyle (Origin of the Genus Iris), and a reading by Brian Doyle (Children and 
Other Wild Animals) co-sponsored by OSU Press. 

In January, Spring Creek hosted a powerful program of music and words by essayist 
Kathleen Dean Moore and pianist Rachelle McCabe titled “A Call to Life: Variations on a 

Theme of Extinction.” Spring term highlights included 
a reading by David Gessner from his new book, All the 
Wild that Remains: Edward Abbey, Wallace Stegner 
and the West, and a seminar with Gessner, Ana Maria 
Spagna, and Tim Jensen titled “Remaining Wild: Writing Beyond Wally and Ed.” 

Also during spring term we held our annual Campus Wild project which invites 
contributions in prose, poetry, visual art, and photography to our catalog of 
person-to-person encounters with the animals, plants, and other living things 
with whom we share the OSU Campus. You can view a brochure with some of the 
student winners* and other favorites at: http://springcreek.oregonstate.edu

Why did brothers Saïd and Chérif Kouachi attack the offices of the French satirical magazine Charlie 
Hebdo in early January 2015, and why did the attack inspire massive demonstrations in support of 
free speech that took place in France and across the globe?  Why did Freddie Gray die on April 12, 
2015 while in police custody, and how has his death intensified mounting discussions in America 
about race, prejudice, and policing?  

To address these questions and more, the SHPR Events and Outreach Committee developed a new 
type of event during the 2014/2015 academic year: the ‘flash panel.’  Flash panels are a form of 
quick-response programming that permit faculty with relevant expertise to provide history and 
context on current events.

The first flash panel, ‘Je Suis Charlie?? Islamophobia, Anti-Semitism, and Satire,” took place less than two weeks following the 
attack on the staff of Charlie Hebdo and the murders at the Jewish supermarket.  Having lived in Marseilles and other regions 
of France, Dr. Michael Osborne spoke on the topic of multiculturalism in French society while Dr. Anita Guerrini explained the 

tradition of history and satire in French society.  Dr. Jonathan Katz examined Islamophobia and 
Judeophobia in contemporary French society, and Dr. Kara Ritzheimer discussed PEGIDA and its 
protests in Germany before and after the attacks on Charlie Hebdo.

The second flash panel, “Baltimore: Black(s) and Blue (s)” addressed Freddie Gray’s death and 
the topic of police violence and prejudice.  Dr. Stacey Smith discussed the deep history of racial 
inequality in Baltimore and provided a history of policing in the United States during the nineteenth 
century.  Dr. Marisa Chappel compared protests in Baltimore with the urban “riots” of the 1960s 
and examined racial segregation and perceptions of “urban crisis” in twentieth century America.  
Dr. Crystal Boson spoke about violence against black bodies and the silence surrounding that 
violence.  Dr. Joseph Orosco examined criticisms of protests in Baltimore in the aftermath of Gray’s 
death and explored the transformative potential of militant nonviolent action.   

IDEAS MATTER
Healings and Hurtings: Religion, Self, & Body

David Gessner

Kathleen Dean Moore

Manuel Vasquez

Hector Avalos

L-R:  Courtney Campbell, Stuart Sarbacker,  
Amy Koehlinger, and John Frohnmayer

L-R:  Dr. David Grube, Dr. Charli Clark,  
Dr. Shawn Foley, and Dr. Lorri Hendon

* The background is by Aelin Mayer, Campus Wild 2015, student winner in art category



A festschrift for Mary Jo Nye
It would be hard to overstate Dr. Mary Jo Nye’s many academic accomplishments.  Professor Nye received the History of Science  

Society’s Sarton Medal for Lifetime Scholarly Achievement award in 2006  She is also a Fellow 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, a Fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, and a Corresponding Member of the Académie Internationale d’Histoire des 
Sciences.  In 2013 she received the John and Martha Morris Award from the Society for the History  
of Alchemy and Chemistry for outstanding achievement in the history of chemistry and the Chemical 
Heritage Foundation’s Roy G. Neville Prize for her book Michael Polanyi and His Generation: Origins of 
the Social Construction of Science (2011).

To honor her distinguished career and contributions to both 
OSU and the History of Science, current Horning Professor Anita 

Guerrini organized a festschrift in her honor.   The full day conference brought six internationally 
acclaimed speakers to OSU, including two of her former students, whose presentations reflected 
Dr. Nye’s interests in the history of chemistry and physical science and in the philosophy of science. 

The day began with Alan Rocke (Case Western University).  His talk, “The ‘Indifferent Hypothesis’ 
Redux: the Dilemmas of Pierre Duhem,” explored Duhem’s opposition to atomic theory.  Leandra 
Swanner  (Arizona State University), who received an MA in History of Science at OSU with Mary 

Jo Nye and completed a Ph.D. at Harvard, discussed the history of the astronomical observatories 
atop Mauna Kea in Hawai’i as an example of “big science” and its reception in her presentation, 
“Mountains of Controversy: Colonialism, Environmentalism, and Modern American Astronomy.”  

In “Arnošt Kolman against his Generation: The Dark Angel of the Social Construction of 
Science,” Michael Gordin (Princeton University) turned 
to the multiethnic Habsburg milieu that produced  
many of the most significant figures in twentieth- 
century history and philosophy of science.  Marsha Richmond 
(Wayne State University) studied with Mary Jo Nye as an 
undergraduate at the University of Oklahoma and later received 

a Ph.D. in History and Philosophy of Science at Indiana University.  Richmond also recalled Michael 
Polanyi and his Generation and the value of thinking in terms of generations in her talk, “Women as 
Public Scientists: Rachel Carson, Charlotte Auerbach, and Genetics in the Atomic Age.”  

Carsten Reinhardt (Chemical Heritage Foundation) turned to more recent science in “The Dynamics of NMR in Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology.”  Reinhardt (who can also claim to be Mary Jo’s student, since she served on the committee 
for his habilitation) compared two methods employed for finding the structure of biological molecules: 
the older method of x-ray crystallography, and the newer 
nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy or NMR.  The last talk 
of the day returned once more to Polanyi, with philosopher Alan 
Richardson (University of British Columbia) who gave a talk titled, 
“Neither an Accusation nor a Confession: Michael Polanyi, Hans 
Reichenbach, and the Political History of Philosophy of Science.” 

The day concluded with a wonderful reception co-sponsored by 
the Chemical Heritage Foundation.   The papers from the conference will be published as a festschrift 
for Mary Jo Nye in the form of a special issue of an academic journal.   

Karl Appuhn, Associate Professor of History and Italian Studies at New York 
University delivered the 2015 Carson Lecture won March 9.  His lecture 
was entitled “An Enlightenment in the Stables: Veterinary Medicine and the 
Limits of Agrarian Reform in 18th-century Italy.” Prof. Appuhn has been 
recognized with numerous prestigious awards as an innovative historian of 
science, environmental history, and veterinary medicine in the Renaissance 
and Early Modern Era. His scholarship reaches out to historians as well as 
veterinarians and thus offers a link between the sciences and the humanities.  
 
Dr. Appuhn spoke of how Italian universities, motivated by political and 
economic exigencies resulting from devastating cattle plagues, reframed 
veterinary medicine from its older understanding as a traditional practice 
of illiterate farriers to the domain of highly educated specialists. During his 
visit, Prof. Appuhn also presented an informal work in progress discussion for 
members of the school faculty.   His talke inspired a productive and engaging 
dialogue about how to make an effective scholarly argument using the 
scattered documentation available to early modern social historians.  Nicole von Germeten, Chair of the Carson Lecture Committee for 
2014-2015, would like to acknowledge the collegial support of Rena Lauer, Marisa Chappell, Anita Guerrini, and Mina Carson (co-chair) 
in making Dr. Appuhn’s visit a success.   

The 35th Annual Carson Lecture features Karl Appuhn

Holocaust Memorial Week 2015 marked the 29th annual commemoration of the Holocaust at Oregon State University.  This year’s event, 
which extended from April 13th to April 21st, emphasized two core themes: the large-scale abuse of human rights in history and the ability 
of national and international law to counter such abuse. 

Corvallis Mayor Biff Traber helped to initiate events by reading an official city proclamation in support 
of our program and the nationwide “Days of Remembrance.”  Human rights lawyer Gabriela Rivera 
was the first speaker of the week and she delivered a talk titled “Sexual Violence against Indigenous 
Women in Guatemala.”  The following evening featured Dr. Marta Kunecka, a native of Poland and a 
Philosophy instructor at OSU.  Dr. Kunecka provided a virtual tour of Auschwitz-Birkenau that detailed 
the scope, history, and horror of this death camp.  Events on Wednesday evening, April 15, included a 
screening of Watchers of the Sky, a highly acclaimed documentary about Raphael Lemkin, the man 
who coined the term “genocide” in 1944.  Tavi Gupta and Sonia Marie Leikam, members of The Holocaust and Genocide Series Project at 

PSU, introduced the film and led a discussion following the screening.  On Thursday, Dr. Elizabeth 
Heineman, a noted historian of Nazi Germany and a professor at the University of Iowa, spoke about 
international humanitarian law and human rights law regarding violence against women.  Her talk 
was the keynote address for a two-day (April 16-17) student conference,  “Gender and Violence,” 
which the Holocaust Memorial Program co-sponsored.

The two events that took place the following week centered on Thomas Buergenthal, a child survivor 
of Auschwitz and the 2015 recipient of the Elie Wiesel Award.  His highly acclaimed memoire, A Lucky 
Child, provides a chronicle of his experiences.  After the war, he settled in the U.S. and became a 
renowned scholar of international law, an influential advocate of using the law to combat human 

rights abuses, and a judge on several international tribunals that deal heavily in human rights cases, including the International Court of 
Justice.  On Monday, April 20, Judge Buergenthal spoke of his wartime experiences in association with a panel of SHPR faculty: Rena Lauer, 
who discussed minority religions and their legal rights in the medieval Mediterranean; Amy Koehlinger, who addressed the issue of religion 
and human rights in the history of Oregon; Stuart Sarbacker, who focused on the theme of religious 
freedom in the context of Eastern faith traditions; and Paul Kopperman, whose topic was the value 
of Holocaust education in promoting respect for diversity. This event, entitled  “Religious Rights 
and Human Rights,” took place at the Mittleman Jewish Community Center.  The following evening, 
Dr. Buergenthal gave a public talk in Corvallis titled: “From a World of Fear to a World of Hope: My 
Journey.” He spoke about his own experiences as a child as well as his career as a judge.  He also 
discussed the potential for international law and legal tribunals to counter assaults on human rights.

The events of April 20 and 21st, as well as many of our prior year’s programming, are available for 
viewing at the website of the Holocaust Memorial Program at:  http://oregonstate.edu/holocaust

Karl Appuhn

Dr. Marta Kunecka

The 29th Annual Holocaust Memorial Program  
Leandra Swanner

Alan Rocke

Carsten Reinhardt and Machael Gordin

Marsha Rishmond

Sharyn Clough and Alan Richardson

Mary Jo Nye  (photo by Jim Folts)

Dr. Elizabeth Heineman

Tom Buergenthal



In Memory 2015-2016 was a difficult year for SHPR as we lost four of our most beloved voices. 
(see back cover for a tribute to Margaret Meehan)

Dr. Warren Hovland taught at OSU from 1948-1987.   A World War II 
veteran with a degree from Yale, Hovland became a passionate teacher 
and won nearly every teaching award possible, including the OSU 
Outstanding Teacher Award, the Harbison Award for Distinguished Teaching, The Mosser  
Outstanding Teacher Award, the Alumni Distinguished Professor Award, and the  
D. Curtis Mumford Faculty Service Award.   He called his career as a teacher “the most exciting 
job in the world.”   
 
Known across campus as ‘the Conscience of OSU,’ Hovland served as Chair of the Religious 
Studies Department from 1967-1982 and was the first President of the re-organized Faculty 
Senate in 1978.  “No one person can be the conscience of of a university, but the humanities - 
especially philosophy - can meet that need,” Hovland said.

Hovland was concerned that OSU was creating scientists and engineers who didn’t 
ponder the ethical or moral results of their discoveries.  He therefore worked tirelessly 
throughout his career to raise the profile and importance of liberal arts at a  
traditionally technical institution.  Hovland Hall was named for him in 1995 to honor his lasting 
legacy.   

Warren Hovland

Marcus Borg

Jim Blumenthal

Marc Borg was a mentor in the truest sense to me.  He hired me to join the OSU religious 
studies faculty in 1990, pioneered the way of stewardship as the first Hundere Chair 
in Religion and Culture, and was supportive in every way as we revived the religious 
studies program at OSU after a 25-year dormancy. I continue to draw on his teaching 
methods for a popular course on death and dying that Marc once taught. 

Marc was a genuine and passionate teacher: he transformed the thinking, and sometimes 
the lives, of his many grateful students. His research and writing included 21 books, many 
of which were best-sellers, and they have been translated into over a dozen languages. 
He was a prominent voice in the acclaimed Jesus seminar, and in the assessment of 
the New York Times, “a leading figure in his generation of Jesus scholars.”  He brought 
international attention to OSU by hosting conferences on “God at 2000” and “Jesus at 
2000,” bringing luminaries like Bishop Desmond Tutu to rub shoulders with OSU faculty 
and students and Corvallis residents. He felt he had been richly blessed in his life, and 
he possessed a spirit of graciousness, generosity, and humility that influenced those 
fortunate to be his colleagues.       
      - Written by current Hundere Chair Courtney S. Campbell

Dr. James “Jim” Blumenthal, an Associate Professor of Buddhist Studies, was known 
by his students and his colleagues as a generous, kind, and gentle person. He came 
to Oregon State University in 1999 after completing his Ph.D. at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, where he studied with Geshe Lhundup Sopa, a highly esteemed scholar 
of Tibetan Buddhism. His academic work was preceded by activist work with Greenpeace. 
Throughout his time at Oregon State University, Jim addressed issues of social justice both 
in his classroom and scholarly research through his work on “Engaged Buddhism.” As he 
stated in discussing his work, “I encourage everyone to sincerely ask themselves what they 
can do to help. We all have something to contribute.”

Students at Oregon State University flocked to his courses on the history and philosophy 
of Buddhism, often forming relationships with him that lasted well beyond their academic 
career at the University.   Jim will be especially missed for the quiet, calm, and joyful presence 
that he brought to our academic community.

From the Desk Of: Jon Katz
Professor of Middle East and Islamic History

I have two older daughters, both married to European 
men, one German and the other French. This shows 
Suzanne with her husband Romain. They met 
at OSU and now live in Paris.  She’s finishing her 
forestry degree online. My other “big” girl Madeleine 
is midway through a graduate nurse-midwifery 
program at Columbia University in New York.

When I first started teaching at OSU in 1993 we had 
many Indonesian students. One of them gave me the 
artificial flower bouquet. The ornate candle next to it 
comes from Morocco. In 2000 I attended a hilloula, 
or pilgrimage, to a Jewish saint’s tomb outside Rabat. 
After prayers and much candle burning, there was 
a festive dinner in the cemetery and a fundraising 
auction. Everyone bid on blessings from the rabbi.

A Saudi student brought me a jar 
of water from the Zamzam well 
in Mecca.  According to legend, 
Hagar found water for her son 
Ishmael at this spot.

Published in 1929 and reprinted in a five-volume 
facsimile edition in 1992, Ibn Zaydan’s Ithaf is an 

authoritative history of modern Morocco with  
a focus on the city of Meknes. Written by an old- 
school Moroccan historian, it is a primary source  

for Morocco at the turn of the century.

This 1907 cover from Le Petit Journal, a popular 
French magazine of the time, depicts the 

stoning of Dr. Emile Mauchamp by a mob in 
Marrakesh.  This physician’s death sparked the 

French invasion of Morocco and formed the 
subject of my 2006 book, Murder in Marrakesh.

This photo shows me with my youngest 
daughter Sophie. The picture was taken 

three years ago at a party celebrating the 
bar mitzvah of Daniel Davison, son of OSU 

literature professor Neil Davison in New York.

New Publications:

Sweetland was a person who led a 
fascinating and multifaceted life, 
living through the cultural revolution 
of the 1920s, the radical politics of the 
Great Depression, the island-hopping 
campaign of American forces in the 
Pacific during the Second World War, 
the fear-provoking politics of the Cold 
War, the civil rights and antiwar protests 
of the 1960s and early 1970s, and the 
conservative swing in American politics 
with the election of Ronald Reagan in 
1980.  Through a remarkably active life, 
Monroe Sweetland took part for seven 
decades to advance the welfare of the 
disadvantaged, the disenfranchised, 
and the less fortunate.  He was truly A 
Man for all Seasons.    

Through the stories of Joseph-
Guichard Duverney, who performed 
violent, riot-inducing dissections of 
both animal and human bodies before 
the king at Versailles, and Claude 
Perrault (who edited two folios in the 
1670s filled with lavish illustrations by 
court artists of exotic royal animals), 
as well as those of Marin Cureau de 
la Chambre, Jean Pecquet, and Louis 
Gayant, The Courtiers’ Anatomists’ 
explores the relationships between 
empiricism and theory, human and 
animal, as well as the origins of the 
natural history museum and the 
relationship between science and 
other cultural activities, including art, 
music, and literature.

Winner of a 2015 Certificate of 
Excellence from the Illinois State 
Historical Society

Gus Reed’s story connects the political 
and legal cultures of white supremacy, 
black migration and black communities, 
the Midwest’s experience with the 
Civil War and Reconstruction, and the 
resurgence of nationwide opposition to 
African American civil rights in the late 
nineteenth century. These experiences 
shaped a nation with deep and 
unresolved misgivings about race, as 
well as distinctive and conflicting ideas 
about justice and how to achieve it. 

“Bahde weaves together the details of 
an emblematic life into larger social, 
political, and legal themes. The result 
is an ambitious and novel design for a 
book on this period of history.”
                               - Daniel W. Hamilton

A clear, concise guidebook to the 
essentials of yogic thought and practice

Many people think yoga simply means 
postures and breathing. Not true. 
The intention of this short guide is 
practical and straightforward: to say 
what yoga really is and to apply its 
principles to everyday life. It leads us 
through the eight-limbed system, a 
coherent framework that has been 
handed down and elaborated upon 
for thousands of years and consists 
of five “outer limbs,” which pertain to 
our experience of the social world and 
the operation of our senses, and three 
“inner limbs,” which focus on the mind.  
 
As an introduction and overview to the 
essence of yoga, The Eight Limbs of Yoga 
is unparalleled for clarity, usefulness, 
and concision.



Students Powered By Orange

The Ron Clarke Book Award

Kate Swenson 
 
 
The Robert Wayne Smith Book Awards

KC Clay, Daniel Loera, Jenna Proctor

 
The Matchette Award for the Best  
Undergraduate Essay in Philosophy 

Benjamin White 
“The Validity of Meme-theory and the 
Evolution of Consciousness in Dennett”  
 
 
Arthur E. Gravatt Scholarship;  
OSU Library Undergraduate Researcher  
of the Year (Humanities); and CLA 
Undergraduate Research Student  
of the Year (Honorable Mention) 
 
 
Jenna Proctor 
“The Great Hall:  A Story of Promise, Lost 
Opportunity, and the Plight of Liberal Arts” 
 
 
The Thomas and Margaret Meehan  
History Scholarships

Andrew Su “The Atlantic Theatre:  Why the 
British Stopped Confederate Shipbuilding” 
 
Alexis Jones “Let’s All Pull Together:  
Community Building and Black Activism in 
1920s Oregon“ 
 
 
Writing Intensive Curriculum (WIC)  
Culture of Writing Award 

KC Clay  “Emotions as Motivations for the 
Conquistadors“  (History)

B. Lauren Stoneburner  “Aimee Semple 
McPherson and Writing the Faith into the 
Modern World” “

Graduate Student Essay Award

Ambika Natarakan  “The Communists Didn’t 
Build Enough Toilets, Josephson!” (History)

Daniel Piquette  “Instrumental Versus Intrinsic 
Value” (Philosophy)

Hundere Endowment for Religion and 
Culture Student Writing Excellence Award

B. Lauren Stoneburner 
“Aimee Semple McPherson and Writing 

the Faith into the Modern World” 
 

Honorable Mentions

Jennifer Meissner

Norborne Berkeley Service Award 

Thomas Jimenez 
 
 

Creative Project Award 

Frankie Lee 
“The Ethics of Self-Care” 

 
 

The Manuel Pacheco Award for Excellence 
in the Study of Diversity and Social Justice 

Alexander Riccio  

The Barbara Bennett Peterson Award

Mohamed Shaker 
 
 

The Peter C. List Award for Excellence  
in the Study of Philosophy 

 
Matt Enloe

College of Liberal Arts  
Outstanding Senior Awards

Kalia Flocker, Mohamed Shaker,  
Kate Swenson

 
2014 Phi Alpha Theta Initiates 

(Phi Alpha Theta is the national history honor society)

Ian Malcolm Cady, Alyssa Froman,  
Victoria Hittner, Thomas Jimenez, 

Alexis Jones, Gus Paoli,  
Ben Peterson, Jenna Proctor 

Mohamed Shaker, Sydnie Marie Teague

Chris Nichols and 
Jenna Proctor

Tony Vogt and 
Alexander Riccio

Jonathan Katz and 
Mohamed Shaker

2015 Phi Alpha  
Theta Initiates

Flo Leibowitz and 
Matt Enloe

In June 2015, SHPR held its annual joint awards ceremony to celebrate and honor our exceptional students.     
Many of these awards only exist because of the ongoing generosity and support of our donors and alumni. 

Mohamed Shaker is both an international student and an Oregonian. Between being born in  
Singapore and graduating from high school in the United Arab Emirates, he attended elementary and 
middle school in Beaverton.

Shaker began studying in the pre-pharmacy program at Oregon State, but quickly began to wonder if 
he was following the right path.  Shaker says he’d always had a genuine interest in the history, so in 
the spring term of his freshman year, he transferred to the School of History, Philosophy, and Religion.

Shaker is also a member of the University Honors College and wrote his senior thesis about Iraqi 
history, a subject close to his heart. His research specifically covered Shia political theology in the mid-

twentieth century. Shaker says he wanted to study Iraq and the Middle East because that’s where his father is from.

“What stands out the most about Mohamed is his innate sense of social justice,” says Jon Katz, professor of Middle Eastern history. “His 
concern for what is right permeates his studies and outlook on life. He presents himself without a hint of self-righteousness, which  
makes his reasoned arguments all the more authoritative.”

While he studied his father’s heritage in the classroom, Shaker — whose mother is from Singapore — decided to honor her background  
by getting involved with the Asian and Pacific Cultural Center (APCC). He started out working in the center’s front office, and from there,  
became a student leadership liaison.  “I appreciated that the Asian and Pacific Cultural Center has an emphasis on the sort of general  
diversity and multicultural work that needs to happen on a campus like this and on local, national and global issues of importance,”  
Shaker says.   His supervisor at the APCC, Reagan Le, says Shaker’s sense of humor and dedication to multiculturalism has done much for the 
campus community.  “Mohamed is an incredibly bright, scholarly student who through his contagious laugh brings joy and laughter to others,” 
Le says. 
 
Shaker has applied to graduate schools in the United Kingdom and says he wants to continue to study history in some capacity and hopes to 
become a teacher himself in the future.  “I think it’s important work,” he says. “I think it’s work that has meaning and purpose, and that’s 
what I want to do.”

A Passion for History and Social Justice

A Path of Integration and Healing
When University Honors College senior Kate Swenson stepped up to the podium as a featured  
speaker at OSU President Edward Ray’s Commencement Dinner on graduation day, it was the 
remarkable end of a remarkable journey.  Kate started her studies at Oregon State in the fall of 2008, 
but after two years of bouncing between majors, she decided to take some time off, unsure of her path 
forward. “I was committed to not return to school until I knew what I wanted,” Kate says. “I didn’t 
want a degree just for the sake of having a degree.”

After exploring and reading about medicine, Kate began to assemble the plans for a return to school.    
“I was searching for an interdisciplinary cross between science and humanities. I knew I was 
interested in and passionate about both.”  With a career in medicine in mind, she remembered that OSU has a prestigious medical 
humanities certificate program and realized she’d found a home.   She returned to OSU’s campus in the summer of 2013 as a Philosophy major 
to work with Dr. Courtney Campbell in the field of biomedical ethics.   There she discovered a passion for narrative medicine, an approach that 
recognizes the value of people’s personal stories in clinical practice, research, and education.

“Narrative medicine is a field that combines the worlds of literature and humanities with medicine,” Kate says. “It explores how physicians 
can practice better medicine if they know how to attend to patients in the way that literature asks, how to listen and allow there to 
be a story to be told rather than a succinct yes or no that doesn’t extend past a medical history.”  She attended a narrative medicine  
symposium at Columbia University which led her to write her honors thesis as a triptych of creative nonfiction essays exploring narrative 
medicine and the ethics of medical practice.

“The medical humanities program really resonated with me,” Kate says. “I am not exclusively a science person or exclusively a humanities 
person, and at OSU, I was allowed to be both of those people, the integration of seemingly disparate threads, at once. I’ve learned that 
humanities and science absolutely inform each other.”  

Kate graduated in Spring 2015 as a pre-med student with an Honors Bachelor of Arts in philosophy, as well as the certificate in medical 
humanities.  She was selected by the president’s office to tell her story on a nontraditional education at the graduation dinner event for 
community members and supporters of the university.



The History Student Association 
(HSA) at Oregon State University 
enjoyed an active year that 
included regular weekly meetings 
and several events both on and off 
campus.  During fall quarter, the 
HSA traveled to Portland and visited 
the Portland Art Museum to view 

and analyze World War I propaganda posters and art.  This was an 
event organized in collaboration with SHRP’s Citizenship and Crisis 
Initiative.  In winter quarter the HSA hosted its annual career fair 
for the purposes of providing History majors with an opportunity to 
speak with professionals about potential career options.  In spring 
quarter, the HSA held its annual Spring History Conference.  This 
conference provides students who have conducted research in a 
History class with an opportunity to present their work to colleagues 
and faculty. Away from the events, the History Student Association 
met each week to discuss recent events and their ties to history. The 
HSA looks forward to an even fuller calendar of events next year.    

The Religious Studies Club 
(RSC) had an exciting and 
busy year that began with 
a “Divine Pizza” party in the 
fall and included regular 
gatherings to talk about 
religion, religious studies, 
and the ways the two 
intersect.  Support from the Hundere Endowment allowed the RSC to 
sponsor a Dialogue Dinner each quarter that centered on the themes 
“Religion and the Body,” “Religion and Love,” and “Religion and Time.”   
 
The group also hosted a series of “Coffee with the Expert” to give 
RSC members opportunities to speak with scholars and public 
intellectuals who think and talk about religion in and outside of 
the academy.  Club members also took field trips together to 
attend religious events in Corvallis, including a Buddhist sangha’s 
meditation session and the local LDS community’s Handel’s 
“Messiah” sing-along!  The group also sponsored end-of-term 
study breaks to provide students with coffee, hot chocolate, 
donuts and great conversation.  The group looks forward to next 
year’s full roster of events and community building, and wants to 
extend a special thanks to graduating seniors Joshua Valentine,  
Kate Swenson, B. Lauren Stoneburner, and Courtney Jackson.

   
Philosophy Club encourages thoughtful discussion on topics in all 
fields of philosophy, welcoming recommendations from students 
and working to incorporate the issues of the day. Philosophy Club 
also aims to allow students from all disciplines to participate and 
engage with philosophy, even if they haven’t had the opportunity 
to take classes in the program – though they are encouraged to 
do so! This year’s activities included alternating meetings between 
McMennamins (with free tots and soda provided by the gracious and 
wonderful Dr. Clough) and Milam. One of the highlights of the year 

was a conversation 
about “What it takes  
to get a real  
education” with Mike  
O’Malley in the College 
of Education. 

The following year promises to be a great one, with more students 
from all kinds of fields of study getting excited about learning and 
practicing philosophy in their lives than ever before.

Advocates for Freethought & Skepticism saw its most growth in the 
history of the club this year! Founded in 2010, AFS is the only secular 
student group on campus, and is affiliated with the Secular Student 
Alliance.   AFS planned a wide range of events, but some of the most 
popular programs included movie nights and discussions, Ask an 
Atheist tabling, volunteering at the emergency food pantry run by the 
HSRC, a night of conversations about worldviews with CRU (featuring 
pizza), the first annual student debate with Socratic Club, and – of 
course – multiple rounds of Street Preacher Bingo when both Shawn 
the Baptist and Jed Smock were in town, respectively. 

Group numbers continued to increase throughout the year, requiring 
a larger room for meetings starting winter term, and the diversity of 
ideologies has been increasing as well – people of all backgrounds 
and faiths are welcome, not just those who identify as secular. The 
president of the club for the 2013-2014 and 2014-2015 school years 
was invited to speak at the Secular Student Alliance conference this 
summer, and the club plans on even bigger and better activities in 
the years to come – more discussions, more volunteering, and more 
bingo.

The Socratic Club completed its 14th year at OSU in 2014-15.  Founded in 2001 and named after the Greek 
philosopher whose insistent questioning gave his name to the “Socratic Method,” the Club sponsors debates 
on issues that focus on the intersection of Christianity with modern social and intellectual thought.  The Club 
sponsored five debates this year, and each attracted a diverse audience representing a broad spectrum of beliefs.  
The last debate of the year was unusual in featuring three student members of the Socratic Club and three of the 
Advocates for Freethought and Skepticism who collectively debated the question, “Can Christianity Reconcile 
the Problem of Evil?”  As always, the debate was engaging but civil, while the opposing views were expressed 
forcefully but courteously. All the debates of the past year were video-taped and may be viewed on the Socratic 
Club’s You tube site [http:www.youtube.com/user/orstsocraticclub].

30 Years of Remembrance
At Oregon State University, we have observed Holocaust 
Memorial Week every year since 1987 making 2016 our 
30th Anniversary Program.  Over the years, our events have  
included prestigious academic and comparative genocide  
lectures (e.g. Robert J. Lifton, Christopher Browning, Tom  
Segev, etc.), relevant film screenings, plays and cultural events, 
and at least one survivor speaker every year.  (e.g. Judge  
Thomas Buergenthal, Thomas ‘Toivi’ Blatt,  Dr. Jack Terry, etc.)  

This program exists thanks to the generosity of foundation  
and private donations from people like you.   
We hope you will consider supporting this  
important and nationally respected program.

Contact Grady Goodall at Grady.Goodall@oregonstate.edu 
or call 541-737-5918 for information on how you can help.

Philosophy 
School of Phish

Dr. Stephanie Jenkins 
stephanie.jenkins@oregonstate.edu 

This 4 credit course is offered online every summer through Oregon State University,  
but interested students ANYWHERE can sign-up.   

(Previous students have successfully transferred credits to their home institutions.)

Don’t just READ THE BOOK... Take the class! 

Education without the Chalk Dust Torture 

Learn more at:
www.philosophyschoolofphish.com

or send questions to:

Our faculty has written many insightful and widely popular books.     
How well do you know their work?    

  
Having trouble?    

We’ve created a Flickr gallery  
at http://tinyurl.com/ppvyrzz  
to help you solve this puzzle.

CROSSWORD CORNER
Across
2. Sarasohn’s rehabilitated Epicurean philosopher
6. Chavez called it common sense
8. Farber’s “discovery”
9. Braddocks bold battleground river
10. Race and Reconstruction frame the story of this Reed
12. 450-pound inventor of the all-lettuce diet
17. Kaplan made what of evolution?
20. Sarbacker’s limb sum
22. Clough’s approach to Feminist Science Studies
23. In Cartegana, both ‘delights’ and ‘ends’ were this.
25. Murdered by a mob in Marrakesh
26. Hidden in Hamblin’s well 

 
 
        Down

1. Austrian linguist with spiritual-moral authority
3. These Koehlinger subjects have a habit of racial justice
4. Oregon landscapes after 1940
5. Husband’s Soviet Communists were
7. Location of Rubert’s ‘Promising Weed’
8. Nye’s Naval Nobel
11. Freedom’s Frontier labor
13. Campbell asks what is the ___________  

                     of assisted reproduction
14. Thompson calls for ethical ____________  

                     to climate change
15. Moore’s strong seaweed structure simile
16. Chappell explored the War on ___________
18. Robbins’ Man for All Seasons
19. Visionary Pauling partner
21. Goodrich’s poetry gave Scripture to
24. Wrote the book on leaders, heroes, and sophisticates



Faculty Updates
Mina Carson was delighted to be promoted to Professor as of September 2015, and continues to enjoy developing her social 
and cultural history courses. In particular, the History of Psychotherapy course (HSTS 440) is thriving both online and in its 
Honors College version. She continues to serve as the photographer-in-residence for the School and continues to write on 
the history and importance of photography on her blog, “The Historian’s Lens”  http://historianslens.wordpress.com/

Courtney S. Campbell made a second summit of Mt. St. Helens with colleague Amy Koehlinger and her daughter Hannah, and 
soloed 4 peaks in Utah’s Wasatch Range over 11,000’.  He organized the Hundere Endowment lecture program, “Healings and 
Hurtings: Religion, Self, and Body,” and an undergraduate student conference on the same theme. He made presentations 
at the Society for Ethics Across the Curriculum, the American Society for Bioethics, the Association for Practical and 
Professional Ethics, and the Colorado Health Ethics Forum, and was a featured facilitator for the Oregon Humanities Council.  
He continues to oversee the Program in Medical Humanities, which had 32 students graduate with certificates. He was 
honored with an election to the Fellows Council of the Hastings Center.

 
Marisa Chappell has worked with amazing students this year who have been willing and engaged guinea pigs for some 
innovative assignments. HST 363 students collected oral histories from twelve League of Women Voters members in 
Corvallis and HST 365 students developed an informed and engaging public history project on African Americans and Law 
Enforcement in American History. Student project directors are preparing materials from both classes for publication on the 
Oregon Social Justice Documentation Project, a new website that will launch Fall 2015. 

 
Sharyn Clough has had two recent publications with student co-authors: “Philosophical Commitments, Empirical Evidence, 
and Theoretical Psychology” (with Pam Allen); and “Sexism and Racism in Science” (with Julio Orozco). Her latest publication 
is “Fact/Value Holism, Feminist Philosophy, and Nazi Cancer Research.” In late May she gave a keynote address at the 
University of Texas Center for Values in Medicine, Science, and Technology. Her conversation on Philosophy Talk aired on 
OPB radio June 18, featuring themes from her book project on politics and science.
 
Paul Farber delivered the Sarton Lecture at the American Association for the Advancement of Science 

(AAAS) at the annual meeting in San Jose, CA in February.  The talk was titled: “Darwinian Evolution and Human Race.”  He 
also delivered a paper at the Festschrift for Gar Allen in October (2014) titled “Dobzhansky and Montagu’s Debate on Race:  
The Aftermath.”  The paper will appear with others from the festschrift in the Journal of the History of Biology.  His student 
Nick Blanchard completed his PhD in the History of Science.  

Gary Ferngren  Last September Gary travelled to Tbilisi, the capital of Caucasian Georgia, where he read a paper at the 44th 
International Congress of the History of Medicine.  In November Gary was invited to Moscow to participate in a Conference 
on Galen.  He read a paper on “Galen and the Christians at Rome,”’ which will appear as an article in the next issue of the 
journal History of Medicine.  In March he read a paper at the Fourth Annual Conference on Medicine and Religion in snowy 
Cambridge, Mass.  In May he attended meetings of the American Osler Society in Baltimore (a few blocks from the riots) and 
the American Association of the History of Medicine in New Haven.    He is on sabbatical this spring, writing and editing two 
books for Johns Hopkins University Press and an article for Oxford University Press.  

Robert Figueroa, Associate Professor of Philosophy. Rob joined SHPR in August 2015, and served as the inaugural Center for 
Latin@ Studies and Engagement, CL@SE Engaged Scholar in Residence through his first year. His engaged efforts involve 
a partnership between CL@SE and Adelante Mujeres (Women Forward!) based out of Forest Grove, OR. A decade-old, 
Latina community and restorative justice effort is also a part of Rob’s forthcoming chapter in the edited book:  Latina/o 
Environmentalisms: Literary Histories and Critical Theories (Duke Press).   Rob’s finishing two contracted manuscripts on 
environmental justice this year and is the newly elected treasurer for the International Society for Environmental Ethics.

 
Anita Guerrini Horning Professor Anita Guerrini spent fall on sabbatical as senior fellow at the Max Planck Institute for the 
History of Science in Berlin.  She gave talks this year in Groningen (Netherlands), Berlin, and Strasbourg (France).  Professional 
activities included serving as chair of Section L of the AAAS and election as a corresponding member of the International 
Academy of the History of Science.  Her book The Courtiers’ Anatomists: Animals and Humans in Louis XIV’s Paris has just 
appeared from the University of Chicago Press.
 

Charles Goodrich, director of the Spring Creek Project, contributed an essay, “Reinhabiting the Valley,” for the field guide 
Wild in the Willamette, forthcoming from OSU Press, and co-edited an anthology of essays and poems from the Long-Term 
Ecological Reflections program, Forest Under Story: Creative Inquiry in an Old-Growth Forest, forthcoming in 2016 from 
University of Washington Press. Charles was recently  awarded a writing residency at Playa, where he will spend the month 
of August working on a novel. 

 Jacob Darwin Hamblin is now director of the Environmental Arts and Humanities Initiative and will be promoted to full 
professor in Fall 2015. His book Arming Mother Nature: The Birth of Catastrophic Environmentalism won the 2014 Paul Birdsall 
Prize from the American Historical Association. He published a chapter on Ronald Reagan’s environmental legacy, finished an 
essay about mutation plant breeding to be published in Dynamis (Spain), and jointly authored an essay with Linda Richards 
on Japanese and American scientists, forthcoming in Historia Scientiarum (Japan).  

 
William B. Husband represented OSU this year in the donation of Russian/Soviet artifacts from the Hilburn 
family of Salem and subsequently oversaw their transfer to Valley Library’s Special Collections & Archives Research Center 
(SCARC). He is also currently translating SCARC’s collection of rare Russian propaganda posters (1929-1931) in preparation 
for their formal dedication in October.  In October 2014, he lectured on “Defiance through Music: Jazz and Rock-and-Roll in 
the USSR” at the Academy for Lifelong Learning.

Hung-Yok Ip In this academic year, Dr. Ip co-organized a conference entitled The Turmoil of History: 
Memories, Narratives, Representation, and Mid-Twentieth Century China.  The conference took place in Taipei in late May, 
2015. Ip  also finished editing a volume on Chinese religions and political activism (forthcoming).  She would, in addition,  like 
to share the exciting  news that one of her students, Tristan Grunow, was chosen as a post-doc fellow at the Reischauer 
Institute of Japan Studies, Harvard University, after obtaining his doctorate degree in history from University of Oregon.  

 
Stephanie Jenkins taught the first graduate seminar required for all SHPR graduate students, PHL 525: Philosophical Methods, 
and organized the first Biannual Graduate Student Symposium. She published the essay “Reframing Moral Considerability: A 
Disability Ethics of Life” and authored 20 Daily Barometer columns as the new “Dr. Ethics.” She gave eleven talks about her 
research on disability, ethics, and Foucault, including four conferences and two invited talks. She is currently working on a 
manuscript about disability ethics.

Jonathan Katz continues to teach Middle East history and to pursue his research on Morocco, particularly 
delving into Muslim-Jewish communal relations. He looks forward to a short  research trip to archives in France this summer 
and a term at the OSU Humanities Center next spring. He gave two standing-room only talks locally this year: one at the 
Academy of Lifelong Learning and the other at the public library. He also participated in the “Je Suis Charlie” panel organized 
by the History faculty. 

Jonathan Kaplan was promoted to Full Professor, effective Fall 2015.   He published three articles on issues related to the 
philosophy of race and racism in the 2014-2015 academic year: “Gould on Morton,  Redux: What can the debate reveal about 
the limits of data?” (with Massimo Pigliucci and Josh Banta); “Race, IQ, and the Search for  Statistical Signals Associated with 
So-Called ‘X’-Factors: Environments, Racism, and the ‘Hereditarian Hypothesis’”; and  “Ignorance, Lies, and Ways of Being 
Racist.”

Amy Koehlinger was delighted and elated to receive tenure and promotion to Associate Professor.  This year she divided her 
time between teaching—especially developing online versions of courses—and service as the co-chair of Roman Catholic 
Studies in the American Academy of Religion.  She continued her work on Franciscan peace and Justice work in the U.S. and 
her work on Catholic manhood and the sport of boxing.  In January she presented a paper on Catholic masculinity at the 
American Historical Association.

Paul Kopperman is rounding out his first year as Associate Director of History in SHPR. He continues to chair the Holocaust 
Committee and is looking forward to Holocaust Memorial Week 2016, which will be the big 3-0 in our series.  Paul’s 
teaching in 2014-15 has included his three Baccalaureate-Core courses: HST 425, “The Holocaust in Its History”; HST 
317, “Why War?: A Historical Perspective”; and HSTS 416, “The History of Medicine to 1800.”  He also teaches HST 317 
and 425 online through Ecampus, and this summer he will prepare an online version of HST 310, “The Historian’s Craft.” 

Rena Lauer taught new medieval history courses, including a seminar on the Crusades, and won the Trow Teaching Award. 
Her chapter, “Jewish Women in Venetian Candia: Negotiating Intercommunal Contact in a Premodern Colonial City, 1300-
1500,” came out in a collected volume this winter. She presented at the Association for Jewish Studies conference and at a 
Harvard symposium on the late medieval Mediterranean. As co-advisor of the Religious Studies Club, Rena co-organized and 

co-facilitated dialogue dinners, field trips, and other events.
 

Flo Leibowitz revived one of her favorite courses, PHL 461 (Art and Morality) this year. It was redesigned recently with the 
help of an L.L. Stewart faculty development grant. She served as a judge for the Honors College Thesis Fair, and participated 
with the OSU Cycling Team in the Relay for Life, a cancer research fundraiser.



David S. Luft was on sabbatical leave in the fall and winter of 2014-2015, when I was supported by Fulbright-Botstiber 
Fellowship to teach and do research in Vienna.   This allowed me to work on my book on The Austrian Tradition in German 
Intellectual History: 1740-1938/1939, and I taught a course on Austrian Intellectual History for History MA students at the 
University of Vienna.  I gave two invited lectures in Vienna, one in the Department of History and one at the Institute for the 
Vienna Circle.

Kathleen Dean Moore continues to travel the country, from New York west to California, from Alaska south to Texas, speaking 
about the moral urgency of climate action. Her new book, Great Tide Rising: Toward Moral Courage and Clarity in a Time of 
Climate Change, is forthcoming from Counterpoint Press. Her new performance piece is A Call to Life, a collaboration with 
pianist Rachelle McCabe. She was recently awarded an honorary doctorate from the SUNY College of Environmental Science 
and Forestry.  

Barbara Muraca joined SHPR in January 2015 all the way from Germany. She teaches Environmental and Social Philosophy 
and works on Sustainability, Degrowth, and Political Ecology. Her most recent book in German explores how a good life for 
all might work in a society that is no longer dependent on economic growth. As a co-director of the International Association 
of Environmental Philosophy she enjoys organizing sessions, panel discussions, and the yearly conference of the society. 
Currently, she is finishing a paper on ecosystem services as a path for decolonizing the concept of ‘nature’ for a collection on 
phenomenology and environmental philosophy. She loves teaching at OSU especially PHL443 ‘Worldviews and Environmental 
Values’ and is impressed by the great creativity of the posters that her students prepare for this class

Christopher McKnight Nichols gave ten papers and commentaries at local and national sites on a wide range of topics relating 
to the US and the world.  He also published a number of reviews, articles, essays, and op-eds and is currently co-editing 
the new Wiley-Blackwell Companion to the Gilded Age and Progressive Era: The Making of Modern America.  He was also 
featured as a “member spotlight” by the American Historical Association (Nov. 2013), spoke on various National Public Radio 
programs, did brief interviews on air and in print, and published essays and articles in the Huffington Post, History News 
Network, and on the blogs of Harvard University Press and Oxford University Press.   
 

Mary Jo Nye experienced a thrilling surprise on January 16th during the Festschrift conference organized at OSU by Anita 
Guerrini and others.  Mary Jo was a keynote speaker at a Munich conference in September and a colloquium speaker at UCLA 
in April. She published an introduction to a 2015 edition of Michael Polanyi’s Personal Knowledge and articles on scientific 
collaboration and on scientific biography. In March 2015 she was a keynote speaker at a Tokyo conference, and she and Bob 
gave papers in Kanazawa, hosted in Tokyo and in Kanazawa by former students.

Robert Nye gave talks this year at Kanazawa Institute of Technology in Japan on the history of professional ethics and 
Bushido, and at UCLA on the influence of dueling protocols on civility, the laws of war, and international arbitration in the 
West. Book reviews appeared in the JMH and the Journal of the History of Sexuality, and he refereed several article and book 
manuscripts. He published a chapter in a book on Honour, Violence and the Emotions (Bloomsbury, 2014). His co-edited 
Osiris volume, Scientific Masculinities comes out this year. 

Jose-Antonio Orosco worked, along with Tony Vogt, to continue building the Anarres Project website (anarresproject.org) as a 
resource for social justice activism.  The website now houses interviews with community organizers and a blog from a variety 
of regular and guest writers.  Orosco also initiated two panels for the Pacific American Philosophical Association meeting in 
April on the topic of Mexican American philosophy.  This effort has led to the founding of a new organization, the Society for 
Mexican American Philosophy. 

 
Mike Osborne completed his last term as a senior fellow at the Aix-Marseille Institute for Advanced Studies where he gave 
presentations on biological and social individuality and organized an international conference on “Science and Scientists in 
Global Context.”  He is at work on a global biography of yellow fever, an essay on science in North Africa, and a commissioned 
essay on the French Revolution.  Next year he will be a plenary speaker for the George Rudé Society conference in Sydney, 
Australia.      

 Kevin Osterloh teaches across the SHPR curriculum. Before coming to OSU, Kevin taught at Miami University. Kevin has lived 
and travelled in the Middle East and along the Mediterranean coastline. His research interests include the politics, cultures 
and religions of the Greco-Roman world. He has an article forthcoming in the Blackwell Companion to the Apocrypha and 
Pseudepigrapha on the Hellenistic-period Jewish text 2 Maccabees, and is working on a monograph devoted to aspects of 
early Jewish identity. 

Kara Ritzheimer signed a contract with Cambridge University Press and will publish her book on censorship and mass culture 
in early twentieth century Germany in 2016.   In June 2015 she attended a conference at the German History Institute in 
Washington DC and her paper has been accepted for publication in an edited collection on the topic of ‘War and Childhood.’  
She also participated in two panels on WWI, launched the SHPR ‘flash’ panel, and presented research at conferences. Personal 
accomplishments included running in the Hood to Coast relay.

Bill Robbins published a Man for All Seasons: Monroe Sweetland and the Liberal Paradox with Oregon State 
University Press in 2015.  He is currently working on a history of Oregon State University.  The working title is The People’s 
School: A History of Oregon State University.  He also reviewed two books (Trees in Paradise: A California History and Saving 
the World Deciduous Forests) and gave a public lectured at the Corvallis Public Library on John Steineck’s The Grapes of Wrath. 

Steven C. Rubert .  After twenty-four years at OSU Steve is retiring at the end of this academic year.   Steve wants 
to say how thankful he is to have had one of the best jobs anyone could hope for – he’s been paid to travel to Africa 
and Europe, read books, talk with many thoughtful people and hang out with students.  He sends his heartfelt 
thanks to both his colleagues and students, past and present.  While saying goodbye to OSU, he and his wife 
Judie are looking forward to new adventures as they move together into retirement (whatever that may be). 

Lisa Sarasohn’s volume which she co-edited with Brandie Siegfried, God and Nature in the Thought of Margaret Cavendish 
(Ashgate, 2014) came out this year.  She has an essay, entitled “Fideism, Negative Theology and Christianity in the Thought 
of Margaret Cavendish,” in it. Many of the essays originated in papers given at the Eighth International Margaret Cavendish 
Society Meeting held at the Center for the Humanities in 2008.  Lisa attended the eleventh meeting of the Society in Cyprus 
this summer and gave a paper on Cavendish and Galen.  She continues to work on her book on vermin and has reached the 
modern period, which is really creepy.

Stuart Ray Sarbacker taught a newly developed course on “Introduction to Islamic Traditions,” as well as several sections of 
“World Religions” and courses on Buddhism and Yoga. His recent publications included a book chapter on a popular Hindu 
Yoga Guru, Swami Ramdev, in an edited collection entitled Gurus of Modern Yoga, and an essay in the International Journal 
of Hindu Studies on sources of extraordinary accomplishment (siddhi) in the Hindu yoga literature. He presented a paper 
on Rudolph Otto’s category of the “numinous” at the American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting. He is currently in the 
process of completing a scholarly monograph entitled Tracing the Path of Yoga.  The book is a theory-rich investigation of 
concepts and practices that link together the different strata of yoga tradition, ancient and modern.

Stacey Smith is continuing her research on the Civil War, Reconstruction, and the African American freedom struggle in the 
American West. She gave the Cowden Memorial Lecture at California State University-Chico and spoke on slavery in the 
West at the opening of a new exhibit, “Empire and Liberty,” at the Autry National Center in Los Angeles. This year she also 
taught a research seminar on the Civil War, two U.S. survey courses, and the American West after 1850.

 
Allen Thompson’s continued working on editing the Oxford Handbook of Environmental Ethics (with Steve Gardiner from 
University of Washington). He spoke at the UN climate negotiations in Lima, Peru on policy and justice issues related 
to attribution science and extreme weather events, he was awarded a three-month fellowship with the Rachel Carson 
Center for Environment and Society in Munich GR, and was elected VP/President-elect for the International Society of 
Environmental Ethics.

Cliff Trow, Emeritus Professor since 1996, continues as a member of the Oregon Hunger Task Force and of the Curriculum 
Committee of the Academy for Lifelong Learning (ALL), a group greatly enhanced by the many presentations made by faculty 
members of SHPR.  He has also been involved in fundraising for the new History Museum and Cultural Center in downtown 
Corvallis.  Cliff and Jo Anne, his wife, have been pleased to recognize the excellent teaching so prevalent at OSU. 

 
Nicole von Germeten has been working on her new book project tentatively titled Public Women: Sex for Sale in the Spanish 
American Viceroyalties, 1560 to 1814. She has also submitted essays for four new edited collections ranging from a volume 
dedicated to the research methods of her dissertation mentor, William B. Taylor, to sex contra natura, as well as an Oxford 
University Press compilation of the most innovative scholars working in the field of Viceregal Spanish America. In 2015, the 
OSU Women’s Center awarded her with a “Woman of Achievement” award for her mentoring and scholarship.
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Confluences

A Lifetime of Contribution
Since the early 1960s, Thomas and Margaret Meehan have been beloved figures in Oregon 
State’s history program and University Honors College. With Thomas’s death in 2006, followed 

by Margaret’s in September of 2014, Oregon State lost two great 
friends. Margaret’s contributions as a teacher and leader of the 
Honors program made an impact on generations of students. 

The Meehan’s legacy at Oregon State lives on through the lives 
they touched and through their generous gifts for the Margaret E. 
and Thomas R. Meehan University Honors College Professorship, 
the Thomas and Margaret Meehan History Scholarship, and the 
Thomas R. Meehan Excellence in Teaching Award. 

You can help support their legacy. For more information about 
giving to honor Margaret and Thomas Meehan, supporting 
the School of History, Philosophy and Religion, or including 

Oregon State in your estate plan, please contact Grady Goodall, Director of Development, at  
541-737-5918 or grady.goodall@oregonstate.edu


