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In the winter of 2018, 4,000 surveys were sent to residents in WA, OR, CA, and ID. The 
response rate was 45.1% with 1,804 surveys returned.  
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Part A: General Attitude Questions 

 
 
Q-1  In general, how well informed would you consider yourself to be concerning  
         energy policy issues? 
  

1. Not informed  30.1% 
2. Somewhat informed 32.2% 
3. Informed   24.8% 
4. Very well informed  13.0% 

 
Q-2  In general, how well informed would you consider yourself to be concerning  
         water policy issues?  
 

1. Not informed  32.2% 
2. Somewhat informed 34.1% 
3. Informed   26.0% 
4. Very well informed  7.7% 

 
Q-3 In general, how well informed would you consider yourself to be concerning food  
         policy issues – such as agriculture, local food production, etc.? 

 
1. Not informed  32.2% 
2. Somewhat informed 35.8% 
3. Informed   21.8% 
4. Very well informed  10.2% 

 
Q-4   To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements? Please  
         circle the number corresponding with your response. 
 

  
Strongly 
Disagree 

Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly 
Agree 

a. I feel that my own personal 
behavior can bring about 
positive environmental 
change. 

3.4% 5.7% 20.8% 43.0% 27.2% 

b. I would be willing to accept 
cuts in my standard of 
living, if it helped to protect 
the environment. 

10.6% 10.3% 24.9% 28.0% 26.1% 

c. I would be willing to support 
higher taxes, if it helped to 
protect the environment. 

17.9% 17.8% 16.7% 24.8% 22.9% 

d. I would be willing to 
sacrifice some personal 
comforts in order to 
conserve resources. 

9.0% 9.0% 18.8% 33.9% 29.3% 
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Part B: Water Policy 

 

 
Q-5.  A number of policy options have been proposed to manage water resources. 

Please indicate your level of opposition or support for each of the following 
options.  

 

  Strongly 
Oppose 

 
Oppose 

 
Neutral 

 
Support 

Strongly 
Support 

 
a. Build dams and reservoirs.  

 
7.1% 9.0% 33.9% 25.7% 24.4% 

 
b. Build pipelines to bring  

water from other regions.  
 
 

13.2% 17.7% 32.0% 20.2% 17.0% 

c. Conduct campaigns for  
voluntary water  
conservation.  
 
 

5.0% 5.4% 16.9% 36.7% 36.0% 

d. Give tax incentives for the  
installation of water- 
saving equipment.  
 
 

4.8% 5.6% 12.4% 39.9% 37.3% 

e. Require low water use  
landscaping.  
 
 

9.0% 9.4% 22.1% 31.1% 28.4% 

f. Give tax incentives for  
implementing efficient  
irrigation systems for    
agriculture.  
 
 

2.9% 7.1% 9.8% 46.9% 33.3% 

g. Charge higher water rates  
during the hottest part of  
the summer.  
 
 

19.5% 22.5% 19.2% 21.8% 17.0% 

h. Charge higher water rates  
for high volume user.  

12.5% 12.0% 18.6% 30.0% 27.0% 
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Part C: Energy Policy 

 

 
Q-6.  A number of policy options have been proposed to manage energy resources. 

Please indicate your level of opposition or support for each of the following 
options.  

  Strongly 
Oppose 

 
Oppose 

 
Neutral 

 
Support 

Strongly 
Support 

 
a. Build additional power  

Plants.  
 
 

9.9% 10.8% 38.1% 21.8% 19.5% 

b. Build pipelines to bring oil  
from other regions. 
 
 

20.0% 29.2% 17.6% 18.6% 14.6% 

c. Conduct campaigns for  
voluntary energy  
conservation.  
 
 

4.9% 5.1% 16.9% 37.6% 35.5% 

d. Relax environmental  
standards for energy  
industries.  
 
 

33.6% 30.8% 21.2% 6.9% 7.5% 

e. Require that new  
construction meets high  
energy efficiency  
standards.  
 
 

4.6% 4.2% 11.7% 40.3% 39.2% 

f. Increase federal funding for  
research on renewable  
energy technologies.  
 
 

7.2% 7.3% 16.5% 33.3% 35.7% 

g. Charge higher energy rates  
during high demand times  
of day.  
 
 

18.5% 21.8% 21.8% 20.7% 17.2% 

h. Charge higher energy rates  
for high volume users. 

12.9% 12.2% 20.8% 27.8% 26.3% 
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Part D: Food Policy 

 

 
Q-7.  A number of policy options have been proposed to manage agricultural 

resources. Please indicate your level of opposition or support for each of the 
following options.  

  Strongly 
Oppose 

 
Oppose 

 
Neutral 

 
Support 

Strongly 
Support 

 
a. Provide space free of  

charge for community  
gardens.  
 
 

4.4% 4.8% 19.1% 37.0% 34.8% 

b. Build composting facilities  
for food waste.  
 
 

3.6% 3.7% 15.5% 39.6% 37.6% 

c. Conduct campaigns to  
encourage buying locally  
grown foods.  
 
 

1.7% 4.2% 15.0% 44.3% 34.7% 

d. Give tax incentives for  
farmers to reduce the use  
of fertilizers and  
pesticides.  
 
 

5.0% 4.9% 22.0% 35.5% 32.6% 

e. Require that farmers use  
soil conservation  
measures. 
 
 

6.2% 6.9% 23.2% 33.6% 30.1% 

f. Limit the amount of land  
that can be used to grow  
crops for biofuels rather  
than food. 
 
 

8.7% 11.6% 38.4% 23.7% 17.7% 

g. Provide tax incentives for  
farmers to use more  
energy efficient methods  
of growing and transporting 
food. 
 
 

4.9% 4.7% 16.3% 38.8% 35.3% 

h. Provide tax incentives for  
farmers to use more  
water efficient methods  
of growing food. 

4.9% 3.6% 13.9% 39.7% 38.0% 
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Part E: Food-Water-Energy Tradeoffs 

 

 
Q-8 In recent years there has been considerable attention to tradeoffs between food 

production, water resources and energy supplies. We are interested in your views of 
what should be done in cases where those impacts are likely to occur.   Please circle 
the number in each case that best represents your opinion. [1=Strongly Agree; 
2=Agree; 3=Neutral; 4=Agree; 5=Strongly Agree]  

  
a. Promote biofuel production  

on agricultural lands for 
energy independence. 

Promote food production on 
agricultural lands to feed a growing 
population. 

  
 1 - 6.3% 2 - 6.1% 3 - 32.4% 4 - 28.1% 5 - 27.1% 
  

b. Develop hydroelectric dams  
for energy independence. 

Limit hydroelectric dams to promote 
water quality and habitat for salmon 
and other aquatic species. 

  
 1 - 13.0% 2 - 14.8% 3 - 27.4% 4 - 21.4% 5 - 23.4% 
  

c. Promote hydraulic fracturing for  
rural community economic benefits. 

Ban the use of hydraulic fracturing 
because of  
ground water quality and quantity 
concerns. 

  
 1 - 8.6% 2 - 9.8% 3 - 29.9% 4 - 27.2% 5 - 24.6% 
  

d. Expand rural solar farms for 
energy independence. 

Limit the expansion of rural solar 
farms to maintain land for 
agriculture. 

  
 1 - 23.3% 2 - 23.5% 3 - 29.7% 4 - 12.3% 5 - 11.1% 
      

e. Maintain livestock feed crops for use  
in meat production. 

Limit growth of feed crops to grow 
more water-friendly foods directly for 
human consumption. 

  
 1- 14.0% 2 - 13.9% 3 - 37.4% 4 - 16.6% 5 - 18.1% 
      

f. Increase the use of water intensive  
plants (e.g., rice) to feed a growing  
population.  

Reduce the use of water intensive 
plants to increase access to safe 
drinking water and sanitation.    

      
 1 - 5.6% 2 - 5.9% 3 - 42.7% 4 - 23.8% 5 - 22.1% 
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Q-9 How familiar are you with the term food-water-energy nexus? 
 

1. Very familiar  8.6% 
2. Familiar   7.2% 
3. Somewhat familiar  31.3% 
4. Not at all familiar  53.0% 

 
 

 
Part F: Environmental Attitudes 

 

 
Q-10a  From what you’ve read and heard, is there solid evidence that the average  

temperature on Earth has been getting warmer over the past few decades, or  
not? 

 
1. No solid evidence (go to Q11)  13.3% 
2. Just don’t know enough yet (go to Q11) 5.0% 
3. Just not happening (go to Q11)  3.3% 
4. Don’t know (go to Q11)   4.3% 
5. Some evidence (go to Q10b)  21.3% 
6. Solid evidence (go to Q10b)  52.8% 

 
Q-10b  From what you’ve heard or read, do scientists generally agree that the Earth is  

getting warmer because of human activity, or do they not generally agree about this? 
 

1. Yes, scientists generally agree that the Earth is getting warmer because of 
human activity. 83.3% 

2. No, scientists do not generally agree that the Earth is getting warmer because of 
human activity. 13.8% 

3. Don’t know. 2.9% 
 
Q-11 Which of these statements do you believe is accurate or inaccurate? 
 

  Accurate Inaccurate Don’t 
Know 

a.  Using hydraulic fracturing to remove 
natural gas from the ground uses 

significant amounts of water.   

59.7% 5.9% 34.4% 

b. Periods of drought can mean that an 
individual power plant cannot make as 
much electricity.  

42.2% 19.1% 38.7% 

d. Recycled water cannot be safely used 
to grow food.  

7.2% 78.3% 14.5% 

e. Corn used as ethanol fuel gives cars 

better gas mileage than gasoline.   

9.6% 448.8% 41.6% 

f. Crop irrigation in the U.S. uses more 
groundwater than all other uses 

combined.   

32.0% 18.0% 49.9% 
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Q12. Listed below are statements about the relationship between humans and the environment. 
For each, please indicate your level of agreement. 
 

  
Strongly 
Disagree 

 
Disagree 

 
Neutral 

 
Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

 

a. The balance of nature is very 
delicate and easily upset by 
human activities. 

11.6% 11.8% 11.6% 33.8% 31.1% 

b. Humans have the right to modify 
the natural environment to suit 
their needs. 

25.4% 27.5% 25.6% 10.8% 10.6% 

c. We are approaching the limit of 
people the earth can support. 

15.9% 16.4% 20.7% 23.7% 23.3% 

d. The so-called "ecological crisis" 
facing humankind has been 
greatly exaggerated. 

28.4% 28.0% 16.7% 13.1% 13.9% 

e. Plants and animals have as much 
right as humans to exist. 

10.0% 9.6% 16.8% 33.2% 30.4% 

f. Humans were meant to rule over 
the rest of nature. 

25.2% 25.0% 22.8% 14.0% 13.1% 

 

Part G: Conclusion 
 

In order to check how representative our survey is, we need to ask some demographic 
and political orientation questions. Please remember that all responses are confidential. 
 

 
Q-13   What is your current age in years?   52 (Mean) 
 
 
Q-14   Please indicate your gender: 
 
 1.  Female 50.4%  2.  Male  49.6%         
 

Q-15   What is your level of formal education? 

1. Less than high school (grades 1-8)     
    0.4% 

5. Two year associate college degree (e.g., AA)  
     7.8% 

2. Some high school (no diploma)  
    1.4% 

6. College degree (e.g., BA, BS, AB) 22.3% 

3. High school graduate 13.3% 7. Some postgraduate schooling (no degree) 6.8% 
4. Some college, no degree 41.9% 8. Postgraduate/Professional degree (e.g., MA,  

    JD) 6.0% 
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Q-17   On domestic policy issues, would you consider yourself to be (please circle your  
            response). 
 
 
       9.8%       9.5%      12.1%    10.4%      24.7%     10.0%      13.4%       6.8%       3.3% 
        1------------2-----------3-----------4-----------5-----------6------------7-----------8-----------9 
             
  Very liberal                                            Moderate                                Very Conservative 
 
 
Q-18   To what extent do you identify with each of the following groups.  
 

 Not  
At All 

 
Slightly 

 
Moderately 

 
Strongly 

Very 
Strongly 
 

a. Wildlife Advocates 13.0% 14.0% 31.0% 21.4% 20.5% 

b. Hunters 26.3% 23.8% 24.0% 12.6% 13.4% 

c. Fishers 19.5% 20.3% 28.0% 15.9% 16.2% 

d. Environmentalists 17.1% 21.4% 25.3% 20.4% 15.7% 

e. Conservationists 12.0% 13.9% 31.8% 22.7% 19.6% 

f.  Farmers/ranchers 12.3% 13.7% 33.7% 21.3% 19.0% 

e. Property Rights  

    Activists 

18.4% 19.4% 30.8% 15.9% 15.6%= 

 
    
Q-19 Which category best describes your household income (before taxes) in  
 2017? 
 

1.  Less than $10,000              1.0%   6.  $50,000 - $74,999                   24.5% 
2.  $10,000 - $ 14,999             1.5%   7.  $75,000 – $99,999                  20.0% 
3.  $15,000 - $24,999              7.4%   8.  $100,000 – $149,999              12.0% 
4.  $25,000 - $34,999            15.0%   9.  $150,000 – $199,999                4.1% 
5.  $35,000 - $49,999           12.5% 10.  $200,000 or more                     1.9% 

 
 

Those are all the questions we have. If you have any additional comments, please 
include those below or on the back of the survey. Thank you for your precious time. 

 
 


