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PS Courses, OSU, Fall 2015 

On campus: 

PS 201 – Intro to US Government and Politics (Solberg) 

Understanding the operation and influence of government on our daily lives is critical. Without an 

aware and educated citizenry, a government by and for the people is a myth.  Additionally, those 

criticizing the government without such understanding do so unfairly.  Criticism with such 

knowledge can powerful and effective.  Therefore this course will provide you with the basic tools 

necessary for understanding and participating in our representative democracy, as well as 

criticizing governmental efforts judiciously. This course will begin at the beginning by examining 

our Constitution—how it was constructed and why. The Constitution then provides our blueprint 

for the rest of the course. Articles I, II, and III define the institutions of our government, the powers 

and the limitations.  We will spend the term studying the executive branch or presidency, the 

legislative branch or Congress, and the judicial branch or the courts.  As we examine each 

institution, we will take a systematic approach dissecting each branch so that we gain a solid 

understanding of its structure, its role in government and society, and the current controversies 

that surround each branch.  

PS 204 – Intro to Comparative Politics (Li) 

This course examines the political systems of three major advanced industrial democracies (Great 

Britain, France, and Germany), two post-communist regimes (Russia and China), and a third-world 

democracy (India).  In order to understand how each political system operates today, three subject 

areas are to be examined: the impact of the history, key institutions, and political processes. 

PS 205 Intro to International Relations (Bernell) 

This class is designed to introduce students to the study of international relations and the concepts 

and processes that influence inter-state relations. Via course readings, lectures, and discussions we 

will focus on the factors that facilitate inter-state conflict, cooperation, integration, and peace. In 

doing so we will analyze international, national, and individual-level motives and constraints and 

explore similarities and differences between states (i.e., level of development, power/strength, 

trade and technology, environmental conditions). Students will acquire a better understanding of 

how and why national decision makers make the policy choices they do and, ultimately, better 

understand international events they hear in the news.  

PS 206 – Intro to Political Thought (Jones) 

This class is an introduction to political philosophy and to the ideas of selected political thinkers.  

We focus on the issue of justice: what it is, what it means, what it requires of a society in general 

and also how it applies to particular public policy issues.  Among the questions to be addressed are: 

to what extent should the market determine distributive outcomes, and to what extent may the 

state play a role?  What should the goal of public policy be in this arena—to establish equality of 

outcomes, equality of opportunity, provide for a minimum social safety net? What must society 
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tolerate, and what may it forbid or restrict? What fundamental moral principles should guide us as 

we consider these issues?  We explore these questions through engagement with both historical 

and contemporary thinkers and texts. 

PS 299 Special Studies: Mock Trial (Tanenbaum) 

This course is the required classroom component for members of the Oregon State University mock 

trial team.  The primary goals are to learn about court trial procedures, to develop the advocacy 

skills that lawyers use when putting on a case, and to formulate case theory and strategy for 

intercollegiate competitions. 

PS 300 Political Analysis (Johnston) 

This course is designed to introduce students to the fundamental aspects and to specific methods of 

doing social science and public policy research. We will begin with a discussion of "methodology" 

(the philosophy behind research) and then move on to specific "methods" (techniques) of research. 

The primary focus of the course will be on research design, but considerable attention will be paid 

to elementary data analysis. 

This class fulfills the Writing Intensive Course requirement for a degree in Political Science. It is 

strongly suggested that you have completed at least two of the PS intro classes: PS 201, PS 204, PS 

205 or PS 206. 

PS 312 Presidential Politics (Stout) 

In this class, we will examine the American Presidency. To gain a better understanding of this 

fundamental political institution, we will explore the origins of the office,  the organization of the 

executive branch, and the evolution of the powers and function of the president. Additionally, we 

will explore the president’s relationship with other political institutions such as Congress, the 

Supreme Court, the media, and local governments. Finally, the course will investigate the electoral 

connection between the president and the public with a particular focus on modern day campaign 

techniques. Students taking this course will gain a well-rounded understanding of the president in 

the context of American politics. 

Two required texts: Levin and DiSalvo, “Building Coalitions, Making Policy: the Politics of the 

Clinton, Bush, and Obama Presidencies”; Milkis and Nelson. “The American Presidency: Origins and 

Development: 1776-2011” 

NOTE THIS COURSE WAS PS 412.  PS 412 AND 312 ARE DUPLICATE CREDIT, SO YOU CANNOT GET 

CREDIT FOR BOTH. 

PS 323 – Constitutional Law (Solberg) 

This course is the third of a three-course sequence in U.S. Constitutional Law; however, each course 

stands independently.  PS 323 focuses primarily on the rights of the criminally accused and issues 

of due process as they pertain to our criminal justice system.  We examine the develop of our 

current conceptions of due process and fairness along with the changes in doctrine over time and 

the contemporary challenges imposed by the pervasiveness of technology.  Beginning with the 
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Fourth Amendment’s search and seizure clause, moving through the Fifth Amendment’s  right to 

counsel and protection from self-incrimination, to issues of fair trials, and ending with an 

examination of the Eighth Amendment’s cruel and unusual punishment prohibition particularly as 

it applies to capital punishment. The approach is case-oriented, with an emphasis on class 

discussion and mini-simulations.   Course objectives include an understanding of crucial aspects of 

constitutional doctrine, and increasing development of analytical skill and rigor.  There will be two 

examinations, and in-class simulation and additional short writing assignments.  PS 201 is 

recommended. 

PS345 The Politics of Developing Nations (Henderson) 

Why have some countries been able to develop stable economic, social and political institutions, 

while the majority of the world’s citizens continue to live in conditions of poverty, often without 

adequate opportunities for social mobility or political expression?  This class will introduce you to 

the political, economic, and social challenges of development in the countries of Asia, Africa and 

Latin America.  We have three goals in this class.  First, on a very basic level, this class should 

familiarize you with the broad social, political, and economic characteristics of the developing 

world, which encompasses more than 140 nations.  Second, it will introduce you to the various 

ways in which scholars and development practitioners have diagnosed the reasons behind endemic 

poverty, social inequality and political instability. Finally, given these various diagnoses, what are 

the suggested strategies and solutions to these problems?  By the end of this course, you should be 

familiar with the major debates within the fields of political and economic development. 

PS 350 Government and Politics of Modern Japan (Li) 

The course examines political life in contemporary Japan by exploring the interactions of political 

parties, bureaucracy, and interest groups and the ongoing transformation of the Japanese political 

system. Attention is also given to Japan’s political economy, population, education, environmental 

issues, popular culture, defense policies, and Japan’s foreign relations with its neighbors and the 

United States. 

PS 365 American Political Thought (Andersen) 

It is often argued that the U.S. is “exceptional” for one reason or another: its peculiar institutions, its 

being a nation of immigrants all thrust into a proverbial “melting-pot”, its revolutionary origins, its 

economic and military prominence. No doubt the list could go on.   

This course presumes that what makes the U.S. stand apart (for better or worse) is in large part the 

result of its distinctive tradition of political thought. In this course we will explore some influential 

lines of thought connected to (at least) its institutional ordering, its liberal, republican and 

democratic traditions, its religious thought, the contributions of some its most notable 

conservatives and progressives, and its sadly spotty (if improving) record of exclusion and 

oppression. And (hopefully) through this examination we might both better understand the origins 

of the contemporary social and political landscape of the U.S, as well as envision some possible 

directions for its future. 
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Students in this course will benefit from having taken introductory courses in either U.S. Politics, or 

Political Thought, though students with a strong familiarity with these topics can also succeed, as 

no prerequisites are required. 

PS 455 The Politics of Climate Change (Below) 

This course will introduce students to the politics surrounding global climate change from both a 

domestic and international perspective. Topics will include city, state and national attention to the 

issue as well as the roles presidents, Congress, the Supreme Court, corporations and media have 

played in formulating and evaluating climate change policy. The class will also focus on the 

international and geopolitical aspects of climate change, including discussion of international 

conventions and treaties, the tension between developed and developing nations and possible 

impacts to environmental and national security. 

There are no prerequisites for this class though a solid background in international relations and 

American government is recommended. 

PS 475 Environmental Politics and Policy (Weber)  

Over the past 40 years, numerous agencies and public policies have been created that have been 

instrumental in cleaning up pollution and changing the ways in which natural resources are 

managed in the U.S. In addition, the American public consistently has supported environmental 

protection as a policy issue of national importance. Yet in spite of the seeming internalization of 

environmental values among policymakers and the general public, and despite clear successes 

cleaning up pollution, the world of environmental, natural resources, and public lands policymaking 

is beset by widespread pressure for policy reform and institutional reinvention. What is all the fuss 

about?  

This course is designed to answer this question. The course starts by cutting the world of 

environmental policy along two major dimensions—empirical and theoretical. Within the empirical 

dimension, the debates over environmental policy focus on the three basic sectors of action—

markets, government (hierarchy), and civil society--within which policy is set. For most all of the 

20th (and now the 21st) Century, the debate has been a fairly sterile either-or debate between 

markets and government. Recently, however, more and more policymakers and citizens have 

become dissatisfied with the ability of either sector to produce effective, long-term results in the 

environmental policy realm. As a result, a great deal of attention has been directed toward the civil 

society sector (including the role of non-profits) and the idea of bringing society back in as critical 

elements in effective, long-term policy solutions. Which sector is best suited for solving public 

policy problems? Is there a “best” sector, or a “best” combination of sectors that will help us 

alleviate environmental policy problems? This seminar examines the arguments for the different 

sectors of action, and the promise and peril associated with each, although the contemporary push 

for innovation and new methods of attacking the environmental problematique will occupy most of 

our intellectual effort.  

Understanding the empirical dimension requires exploration of the theoretical dimension. It is 

theory that helps to frame the world around us, gives us the intellectual tools for understanding its 
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many dimensions, and exposes us to the assumptions regarding human behavior that are often 

directly connected to policy choices (whether consciously or not). A good grasp of theory can also 

help us sort through scholarly readings and give us the kind of broader understanding of policy 

debates that can be applied to the political/policy dynamic found in domains beyond 

environmental policy. Week 1 will help us frame this dimension so that we are all on the same page 

(i.e., so that political scientists and non-political scientists alike can converse together).  

The objective of the course is to provide future political scientists (especially those with an 

emphasis in American politics, public administration, and public policy), policy analysts, urban and 

regional planners, environmental scientists, and natural resource/ public lands scientists and 

managers with a critical, broad overview of the changing world of environmental/ natural 

resources institutions and approaches to the environmental problematique. Students will not only 

develop an appreciation for the connection between the way we organize and control institutions 

and ultimate policy outcomes, they will develop critical insights into the connections between 

politics and policy administration--an important lesson for future public managers, environmental 

scientists, planners, and scholars.  

E-campus: 

PS 201 – Introduction to US Government and Politics (Andersen) 

This course is meant to serve as an introduction to U.S. politics.  This is an immense topic, of course, 

but we will examine (at least) the U.S. Constitution, the institutions of government, American 

political culture, campaigns, elections, parties, interest groups, social movements, the media, and 

economic and foreign policy. Upon completing this course, students should have a solid 

understanding of many basic elements of U.S. politics. As such, they will be well prepared for the 

further study of U.S. politics, and (perhaps) be more informed and capable political actors in their 

own right. 

PS 204 – Intro to Comparative Politics (Erickson) 

In this class, we compare the politics of different countries. For each country, we analyze its 

historical development; current patterns of political conflict and competition; and relationship with 

other countries and the world more broadly. Studying politics in this way helps us answer major 

questions in political science: why do some countries have democratic regimes while others are 

authoritarian? Why and how do regimes change? Why do some countries experience growth and 

overall levels of wealth, but others endure poverty and decline? This class will familiarize students 

with the basic vocabulary of comparative politics, as well as some of the most current and pressing 

global issues.  

PS 205 - Introduction to International Relations (Pant) 

The objective of this course is to examine the relations among states and non-state actors in an 

international arena. This class will focus on the 1) existing relations; 2) the theoretical 

underpinnings that help explain these relations; and 3) the debates and controversies that 

surround these relations. We shall look at the history and current international relations, major 

concepts and theories of international relations, and discuss current events and significant issues in 



6 
 

the world. To understand the relationship between states, we shall explore the concepts of war, 

treaties and trade, political economy, international institutions, terrorism and security, and other 

issues that shape our international system. The materials and assignments in this class are designed 

to provide the knowledge and skills to accomplish these tasks. 

PS 331 - State and Local Government and Politics (Chonaiew) 

This course will introduce students to the institutional structures and processes in state and local 

government in the United States.  We will study the roles of political parties, institutions, elections, 

and interest groups.  While we will cover the realm of state and local governance from a national 

perspective, special emphasis will be placed on understanding state politics and policies in Oregon.  

Students will also learn about the factors and policies that promote sustainable (economic, social, 

institutional and ecological) states and communities.  

PS 345 - The Politics of Developing Nations (Wolters) 

This class examines the concepts of development and modernization in the developing world with a 

specific focus on the economic, political, and cultural problems faced by developing nations. 

Particular emphasis will be given to developing nations in Africa, in addition to exploring such 

issues as gender equality and the environment. 

PS 363 – Gender and Race in American Political Thought (Kneis) 

This course analyses various forms of the social construction of gender, race, age and class in 

American political thought. 

This interdisciplinary class discusses theories from the fields of political science, cultural and post-

colonial studies, sociology, gender studies, and humanistic gerontology. We will discuss some 

foundational theories of social construction in their historical context, and consider current 

manifestations of such constructions in contemporary political and social discourse. 

We will be reading texts by leading theorists and artists such as Theodor Adorno, Sherman Alexie, 

Gloria Anzaldúa, Kwame Anthony Appiah, Hannah Arendt, Simone de Beauvoir, Judith Butler, 

W.E.B. Du Bois, Ralph Ellison, Stuart Hall, David Hollinger, Audre Lorde, Anne McClintock, Plato, 

Edward Said, Susan Sontag, Henry David Thoreau, Malcolm X and others. 

Students will finish the class with a brief research paper of their own. This course has no 

prerequisites. 

PS 475- Environmental Politics and Policy (Taylor) 

Environmental Politics and Policy is an exploration of environmental and natural resource issues in 

national and regional context, emphasizing public attitudes, public policy, and relevant national and 

state agencies. Specifically, the course examines the politics of environmental and natural resource 

environmental policy issues with an emphasis on Western public lands.  
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PS 477 - International Environmental Policy (Fishler) 

This course examines international environmental issues across the globe, in the context of policy 

decisions and discourse. We will examine theoretical and applied environmental policy issues 

regarding such topics as globalization, climate change, marine and forest policy, through 

international decision-making processes, among others.  This class will also focus on developing 

policy analysis skills through critical thinking and evaluation of the processes and numerous issues 

that arise in the creation of international environmental policies and solutions to global 

environmental issues. 

The materials and assignments in this class are designed to provide the knowledge and skills to 

accomplish these tasks. 

 


