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EDUCATION		
2012	Ph.D., Environmental Science, Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon
     	Addressing the Future of Water in Oregon: A Look at The Human and Institutional Factors 
Shaping Oregon Water Policy

2000	M.A., Environmental Studies, Politics, and Policy, California State University, Sacramento
	Restoring the Gray Wolf to Olympic National Park

1996	B.A., Political Science. Minor in African History, University of California, Davis, California

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
2019-Present	Associate Professor, Political Science Program, School of Public Policy, OSU
		—Associate Director, Environmental Science Graduate Program (2025-present)
		—Associate Director, Water Resources Policy and Management (2023-present)
—Graduate Program Faculty: OSU Water Resource Graduate Group; Environmental 
    Science; Natural Resources; Master of Arts in Interdisciplinary Studies (MAIS)   
    	 	    program; Fisheries and Wildlife adjunct faculty

2019 – 2024	Associate Director, Public Policy Undergraduate Program 

2015 – 2019	Director, Oregon State University Policy Analysis Laboratory (OPAL), OSU
				
2012 – 2019	Instructor, Political Science Program, School of Public Policy, OSU
		—Ecampus Coordinator, Political Science Program (2009-2019)

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS
2026 – 	Associate Editor, Political Research Quarterly
2023 – 2025	National Advisory Committee Member, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

PUBLICATIONS
Books 
Wolters, E.A. and Steel, B.S. (Eds) (2020). The Environmental Politics & Policy of Western Public Lands. Corvallis, OR: OSU Press.

Wolters, E.A. and Steel, B.S. (2018). When Ideology Trumps Science: Why We Question the Experts on Everything from Climate Change to Vaccinations. Santa Barbara, CA: Praeger Publishers.




Journal Articles
Green, K.M., Ward, M., Spalding, A.K., Levine, A.S., Rice, L.R., Wolters, E.A., and Selgrath, J.C. Pathways to adaptation for shellfish aquaculture on the US West Coast. Ecology and Society, 31(1). (2026)

Steel, B.S., Wolters, E.A. Climate Change and Wildfire Resilience: Assessing Rural Community Wildfire Protection Plans in the Pacific Northwest. Public Organization Review (2025). https://doi.org/10.1007/s11115-025-00969-z

Wolters, E.A., Pirch, K., and Holterman, D. (2025) Public lands or private hands? An exploration of public preferences for Kelly Parcel, Wyoming. Journal of Rural Studies, 119: 103809

Wolters, E. A., Steel, B. S., Krawchenko, T., & Farooq, S. (2025). Small and Rural Local Government Environmental Sustainability Plans, Programs and Policies in Cascadia: A Comparative Analysis. Society & Natural Resources, 1-27.

Wolters, E. A., Ward, M., Spalding, A. K., Levine, A., Green, K. M., Hasert, R., Regula-Whitefield, C., Johnson, K. M. (2024). Shellfisheries’ adaptation to ocean acidification in OR and CA: Linking strategies to strategic policy action. Marine Policy, 171, 106484. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.marpol.2024.106484

Steel, B.S., Wolters, E.A., Krawchenko, T., Farooq, S. (2024). Determinants of Small and Rural Local Government Renewable Energy Program Adoption in Cascadia. Current Alternative Energy, 6. DOI: 10.2174/0124054631315198240702104315
Siddiqi, M. U. A., Wolters, E. A. (2024). Understanding public preferences for energy efficiency policies in building and agricultural sectors in the western US: Values, knowledge, and identity. Environmental Policy and Governance. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1002/eet.2131

Wolters, E.A., Pirch, K. (2024). Held in Trust: How political elites are ignoring the public over Federal supremacy of public lands. The Social Science Journal, DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/03623319.2023.2301111    

Siddiqi, M.U.A., Wolters, E.A. (2023). Group Identities, Value Orientations, and Public Preferences for Energy and Water Resource Management Policy Approaches in the American West. Society & Natural Resources, DOI: 10.1080/08941920.2023.2220110 

Green, K.M., Spalding, A.K., Ward, M., Levine, A., Wolters, E.A., Hamilton, S., Rice, L. (2023). Oregon Shellfish Farmers: Perceptions of Stressors, Adaptive Strategies, and Policy Linkages. Ocean and Coastal Management, 234, 106475.

Wolters, E.A. (2022). Homeowner Firewise behaviors in fire-prone central Oregon: An exploration of the attitudinal, situational, and cultural worldviews impacting pre-fire mitigation actions. Journal of Environmental Management, 327 (2023), 116811.

Ward, M., Spalding, A., Levine, A., and Wolters, E.A. (2022). California Shellfish Farmers: Perceptions of Changing Ocean Conditions and Strategies for Adaptive Capacity, Ocean and Coastal Management, 225 (2022), 106155, DOI: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ocecoaman.2022.106155

Wolters, E.A., Steel, B.S., Siddiqi, M.U.A., and Symmes, M. (2022). Public Water Policy 
Knowledge and Policy Preferences in the American West, International Journal of Environmental 
Resources and Public Health, 19(5), 2742. DOI: 10.3390/ijerph19052742   

Siddiqi, M.U.A., Steel, B.S., and Wolters, E.A. (2022). Situational and Trans-situational Correlates of Public Energy Literacy: A Western U.S. Case Study, Current Alternative Energy, DOI: 10.2174/2405463105666220309142802 

Wolters, E.A., Steel, B.S. (2021). Environmental Efficacy, Climate Change Beliefs, Ideology,
and Public Water Policy Preferences. International Journal of Environmental Resources 
and Public Health, 18(13), 7000. https://doi.org/10.2290/ijerph18137000.

Wolters, E.A., Steel, B.S., Anderson, S., Moline, H. (2021). The Future of Food: Understanding 
Public Preferences for the Management of Agricultural Resources. International Journal of 
Environmental Resources and Public Health, 18(13), 6707. https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18136707

Wolters, E.A., Steel, B.S., Warner, R.L. (2020). Ideology and Value Determinants of Public Support for Energy Policies in the U.S.: A Focus on Western States. Energies, 13(8), 1890. https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/13/8/1890/pdf

Wolters, E.A., Lybecker, D.L., Fahy, F., and Hubbard, M.L. (2020). Willingness to support environmental actions and policies: A comparative study. The Social Science Journal, 21(3), 333-338. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.soscij.2019.05.013.

Wolters, E.A., Steel, B.S., Warner, R.L. (2019). The Food-Water-Energy Nexus and Household Behaviors: An Oregon Case Study. Journal of Rural and Community Development, 14(3), 1-22. https://journals.brandonu.ca/jrcd/article/view/1642  

Steel, B.S., Wolters, E.A., and Warner, R.L. (2019). Public Preferences for Food-Energy-Water Tradeoffs in the Western U.S. Sustainability, 11(19), 5200. doi:10.3390/su11195200

Wolters, E.A., Steel, B.S., Weston, D., and Brunson, M. (2017). Determinants of residential Firewise behaviors in Central Oregon. The Social Science Journal, vol.54(2), 168-178.

Wolters, E.A., Steel, B.S., Lach, D., and Kloepfer, D. (2016). What is the best available science? A comparison of marine scientists, managers, and interest groups in the United States. Ocean & Coastal Management, 122, 95-102.

Wolters, E.A., and Steel, B.S. (2016). Sustainable Futures: Healthy lifestyles, obesity, and access to food in U.S. counties 2012. Agriculture and Agricultural Science Procedia, 8, 73-80.

Wolters, E.A. & Hubbard, M. (2014).  Oregon Water: Assessing differences between the ‘Old’ versus ‘New’ Wests.  Social Science Journal, 51(2), 260-267.

Wolters, E.A. (2014). Attitude – Behavior Consistency in Household Water Consumption: An Oregon Case Study. Social Science Journal, 51(3), 455-463.

Book Chapters (*Peer Reviewed)
Steel, B.S., Wolters, E.A., Krawchenko, T., and Farooq, S. (2024). “Small and Rural Local Government Environmental Sustainability Plans, Programs and Policies in Cascadia,” in C.A. Simon, B.S. Steel, and N.P. Lovrich, eds. State and Local Government and Politics, 3rd Edition. Corvallis, OR: Oregon State University OER.

Wolters, E.A., Jones, M.D., and Duvall, K. (2022). “An NPF Solution to Understanding Climate Change Framing Research: A Synthetic Review,” in M.D. Jones, E. Shanahan, and M. McBeth, eds. Science of Stories, vol. 2. Bozeman, MT: Montana State University Press.*  

Buylova, A., Wolters, E.A., and Steel, B.S. (2020). “Public Climate Change Beliefs and Support for Wave Energy in the Pacific Coast Collaborative: The Case of British Columbia and the U.S. Pacific Coast States,” Chapter 4 in S.A. Lund, Canada: Past, Present and Future Perspectives, Hauppauge, NY: Nova Science Publishers.

Simon, C., Wolters, E.A., and Steel, B.S. (2020). “Western Rebellion: Who Own’s the West” in E.A. Wolters and B.S. Steel (coed) The Environmental Politics and Policy of Western Public Lands, Corvallis, OR: Oregon State University Press.* 

Steel, B.S., Wolters, E.A., and Warner, R.L. (2020). “The Old West, the New West and the Next West?” in E.A. Wolters and B.S. Steel (coed) The Environmental Politics and Policy of Western Public Lands, Corvallis, OR: Oregon State University Press.* 

Wolters, E.A., and Steel, B.S. (2019). “Why Comparative Rural Policy Studies? Comparative Theory and Methods,” in M. Vittuari, J. Devlin, M. Pagani, J.L. Stallmann, and T.G. Johnson (eds), The Routledge Handbook of Comparative Rural Policy. Abingdon-on-Thames, UK: Routledge Press.* 

Sokolovska, I., Wolters, E.A., Steel, B.S. (2017). “Science at the vaccine decision making table: The rise of anti-vaccination beliefs”. Academic Solutions. Brighton, MI: ABC-CLIO.

Wolters, E.A. & Steel, B.S. (2015). “Cheatgrass Empire: Lands as a Contested Resource,” Dennis Judd and Stephanie Witt, eds. Cities, Sagebrush, and Solitude: Urbanization and Cultural Conflict in the Great Basin. Reno, NV: University of Nevada Press.*

Wolters, E.A. (2014). “Presidential Science Policy Advisor”, in Brent S. Steel, ed., Issues and Controversies in Science and Politics: An A-to-Z Guide to Issues and Controversies.  New York, NY: Congressional Quarterly Press.

Wolters, E.A. (2014). “Antibiotics and Livestock,” in Brent S. Steel, ed., Issues and Controversies in Science and Politics: An A-to-Z Guide to Issues and Controversies.  New York, NY: Congressional Quarterly Press.

Works Under Review
Wolters, E.A., and Pirch, K. Locked Out: An Examination of Public Land Access Challenges in the American West, Rural Review, Rural Reconciliation Project, University of Nebraska College of Law.

Billah, W., Suarez, J., and Wolters, E.A. Is Power Usage Effectiveness (PUE) Still Fit for Purpose? An Integrative Review of Data Center Metrics for Assessing the Environmental Impact of Modern AI Infrastructure. Journal of Science Policy and Governance

Serrano, C., and Wolters, E.A. Polar Bears and Renewable Energy in Alaska: Opportunities and Barriers in Conservation and Energy Policy, Marine Policy.

Krawchenko, T., Paramchuk, M., Wolters, E.A., and Steel, B.S. Adaptive Capacity or Institutional Inertia? Resilience Theory and Rural Wildfire Protection in British Columbia, Washington, and Oregon, Socio-Ecological Practice Research.

Steel, B.S., Wolters, E.A., and Krawchenko. Local and Rural Government Institutional Capacity and Ecological, Economic and Social Sustainability Policies: Some Evidence from Cascadia, Journal of Rural and Community Development.

Doss, E. and Wolters, E.A. Wildfire in the Wildland-Urban Interface, Elgar Encyclopedia of Environmental Politics. 

Horton, B., Doss, E., and Wolters, E.A. Insights into Wildfire Preparedness in Jackson Country, OR: A Qualitative Approach, Society & Natural Resources.

Wolters, E.A., Steel, B.S. Food-Water-Energy Nexus Tradeoffs in the U.S. West: The Impact of Environmental Values and Beliefs. Handbook of Environmental Conflicts. Routledge. 

Works in Progress
Doss, E., and Wolters, E.A. “Governance Under Fire: Addressing Modern Wildfire Policy Dilemmas.”

Wolters, E.A., and Lybecker, D. “The Next West: Applying the Narrative Policy Framework to Contested Public Lands Movements.” 

GRANTS, AWARDS, and RECOGNITION
Grants (Funded and Unfunded)
Riggi, M., Crandall, M., and Wolters, E.A. Embedding Sustainable Recovery Solutions into Wildfire Planning. Oregon State University Forestry. $300,000. Not Funded.

Riggi, M., Crandall, M., and Wolters, E.A.  Co-Building Forest Community Resilience to Climate-Induced Disasters. Oregon State University Forestry. $30,000. Funded.

Good, S., Wolters, E.A., Shiel, A., Selker, J.S. S-STEM: Training Masters-Level STEM Professionals to Address the Nations Water Resource Issues. National Science Foundation (NSF), $1,540,000. Funded. 

Wolters, E.A., Steel, B.S., Davis-White Eyes, A., Ovando-Montejo, G., Flint, C., Osbourne, B. “Food, Energy, Water, Security and Sovereignty (FEWSS) for Indigenous and Rural Communities in Times of Changing Climate.” Submitted to USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA), $300,000. Not Funded.

Spalding, A., Wolters, E.A., Green, K., Ward, M., Hamilton, S. “Exploring the impacts of environmental change/ocean acidification on West Coast ecosystems and identifying adaptive strategies that support tribal food sovereignty.” Submitted to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), $45,000 (supplemental funding to larger NOAA funded in 2020). Funded.

Wilcock, R., Walsh, J., Wolters, E.A., Fonyo, C. “Combining Traditional Knowledge and Climate Science to Identify Resilient Management Strategies for Native Alaskan Villages and Inform Implementation Policies.” National Science Foundation, $2,000,000. Not Funded.

Wolters, E.A, Steel, B.S., Davis-White Eyes, A., Lant, C., Ovando-Montejo, G. “The Food-Energy-Water Security and Sovereignty (FEWSS) Nexus in the Western North American Landscape.” National Institute of Food and Agriculture, Higher Education Grant, $300,000. Not Funded.

Spalding, A., Wolters, E.A., Hill, T., Teneva, L., and Levine, A. “Assessing Community Vulnerability to Ocean Acidification Across the California Current Ecosystem.” Submitted to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). $1,048,582. Funded.

Steel, B.S., Wolters, E.A., Stallmann, J.I., Aguilar, F.X., Dimov, L. “Integrative Rural Policy: The Food-Water-Energy Nexus.” Submitted to HEC-USDA. $572,681. Not funded.

Steel, B.S., Wolters, E.A., Weber, E.P., Stallmann, J.I., Baharanyi, N., Thiam, T., Zabawa, R.E. “Integrative Rural Policy: The Food-Water-Energy Nexus.” Submitted to HEC-USDA. $565,187. Not funded.

Wolters, E.A., Lybecker, D.L., Duncan, S. “Understanding and Examining GMO Labeling Issues in the U.S. through Variable Influences of Science, Marketing and Behavioral Economics.” Submitted to the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, USDA. $498,385. Submitted Spring 2015. Not funded.	

Awards
· Best Paper Award, Public Organization Review, 2026
· Charles Reed Best Paper on the Politics of the American West, Western Political Science Association, 2023
· Wilburforce COMPASS Leadership Fellowship, 2023-2024
· Moore Institute Visiting Research Fellowship, National University of Ireland (NUI) Galway, Ireland, July 2018

Recognition
Wolters, E.A. and Steel, B.S. “The Environmental Politics and Policy of Western Public Lands,” Oregon State University Provost Authors and Editors Recognition, OSU Center for the Humanities, Corvallis, OR, March 2021

Wolters, E.A. and Steel, B.S. “When Ideology Trumps Science,” Oregon State University Provost Authors and Editors Recognition, OSU Center for the Humanities, Corvallis, OR, April 2018

MEDIA APPEARANCES AND PUBLICATIONS
The Source. Interview by J. Lafollette, “Freedom Cities: Deregulating the ‘American Dream’,” July 2, 2025 https://www.bendsource.com/news/freedom-cities-deregulating-the-american-dream-23417557 

Hubbard, M. and Wolters, E.A. “National monuments have grown and shrunk under US presidents for over a century thanks to one law: The Antiquities Act”, March 24, 2025 https://theconversation.com/national-monuments-have-grown-and-shrunk-under-us-presidents-for-over-a-century-thanks-to-one-law-the-antiquities-act-252707 

Utah NPR (KUER 90.1) Interview by D. Condos, “What the presidential election could mean for the future of Bears Ears,” October 8, 2024 Utah NPR (audio), Future of Bears Ears (article)

High Country News. Interview by K. Mohr, “How far will you go to reduce your wildfire risk?”, February 21, 2023 HCN

Writing Westward Podcast with Dr. Brenden W. Rensink, July 2021 https://reddcenter.byu.edu/Blogs/redd-center-blog/Post/writing-westward-podcast-035---wolters-and-st 

Wolters, E.A. and Steel, B.S. “Environmental Politics and Policy of Western Public Lands,” Writing Westward Podcast, Charles Redd Center for Western Studies, Brigham Young University, June 30, 2021

Wolters, E.A. and Steel, B.S. “When Ideology Trumps Science,” UnDisciplined with Matthew LaPlante, Utah Public Radio, May 13, 2021

Oregon State University Science Pub – When Ideology Trumps Science, February 8th, 2021 Science_Pub_Talk

Utah Public Radio, UnDisciplined with Matthew LaPlante, May 13, 2021 https://www.upr.org/programs/2021-05-14/undisciplined-when-ideology-trumps-science 

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENTS
Invited Talks:
· “The Next West: Contested public lands as the last frontier” Boise State University, April 2026
· “Public Lands as Legacy” The High Desert Museum lecture series: Legacies of the 250th in the West. April, 2026
· “Wildfire Preparedness: An exploration of motivations and barriers for homeowner pre-fire mitigation actions” at Oregon Office of State Fire Marshal, Keep Oregon Green, Oregon Department of Forestry. Salem, OR, May 3, 2023
· “Food Politics” at Food and Agriculture Media Fellowship, participants included journalists from OPB, BBC, High Country News, Science Friday, etc. Oregon State University, August 8, 2022
· “When Ideology Trumps Science” at the Institute for Continued Learning, Willamette University, October 18, 2022

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

Steel, B.S., Wolters, E.A., Krawchenko, T., Farooq, S. “Small and Rural Local Government Environmental Sustainability Plans, Programs and Policies in Cascadia: A Comparative Analysis,” Western Political Science Association, Vancouver, B.C., March 28-30, 2024. Presenter.

Wolters, E.A., Pirch, K. “Public Lands or Private Hands: An exploration of public preferences for Kelly Parcel, Wyoming,” World Social Science Association Annual Conference (WSSA), San Antonio, TX, April 3-6, 2024. Presenter.

Lybecker, D., Wolters, E.A., Oberle, H., Lamb, L. “Promoting Innovation and Good Writing in Political Science: The Lamb Prize,” World Social Science Association Annual Conference (WSSA), San Antonio, TX, April 3-6, 2024. Roundtable Participant.

Wolters, E.A., Pirch, K. “Held in Trust: How political elites are ignoring the public over Federal Supremacy of Public Lands”, World Social Science Association Annual Conference (WSSA), Tempe, AZ, April 11-15, 2023. Presenter.

Wolters, E.A., Steel, B.S., Symmes, M. “Public Policy Preferences and Knowledge of Water Conservation and Reuse for Agriculture in the American West”, Western Social Science Association Annual Conference (WSSA), Denver, CO, March 30-April 2, 2022. Presenter.

Wolters, E.A., et al. “Promoting Innovation and Good Writing in Political Science: The Lamb Prize”, Western Social Science Association Annual Conference (WSSA), Denver, CO, March 30-April 2, 2022. Panelist.

Wolters, E.A., and Steel, B.S. “Cultural theory, information source reliance, and homeowner Firewise behaviors in Central Oregon”, Pacific Northwest Political Science Association (PNWPSA), Portland, OR, November 11-13, 2021. Presenter.

Buylova, A. and Wolters, E.A. “Can technology save the world? Applying the Multiple Streams Framework to explore a comprehensive climate plan”, Pacific Northwest Political Science Association (PNWPSA), Boise, ID, November 7-9, 2019.

Steel, B.S., Wolters, E.A., and Warner, R.L. “Public Preferences for Food-Water-Energy Nexus Tradeoffs in the Western U.S.”, Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, April 4-7, 2019; Western Political Science Association, San Diego, CA, April 18-21, 2019. *

Wolters, E.A., et al. “Exploring the food-water-energy nexus”, Pacific Northwest Political Science Association, Bend, OR, November 9, 2018. Panel Chair.

Steel, B.S., Wolters, E.A., and Warner, R.L. “When Ideology Trumps Science: Rural Versus Urban Perspectives on the West Coast”, Rural Sociological Society, Portland, OR, July 29, 2018. *

Wolters, E.A., Steel, B.S., and Warner, R.L. “The Food-Water-Energy Nexus and Household Behavior: An Oregon Case Study”, International Association for Society and Natural Resources, Snowbird, UT, June 19, 2018. Presenter.

Steel, B.S., Wolters, E.A., and Warner, R.L. “The Food-Water-Energy Nexus and Household Behavior: An Oregon Case Study”, Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, April 5-8, 2018.*

Wolters, E.A. and Steel, B. “Ideology Over Science: The Debate Over GMOs and Public Health,” Pacific Northwest Political Science Association, Portland, OR, November 2016. Presenter.

Wolters, E.A. and Hubbard, M. “Adaptive Management of Water Resources in Oregon” Pacific Northwest Political Science Association, Bend, OR, October 2014. Presenter.

Steel, B.S., Lach, D., Weible, C., and Wolters, E.A. “Science, Scientists and the Environmental Policy Process: A Comparison of Terrestrial and Marine Ecosystem Scientists,” Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, April 2014. Poster Presenter.

Wolters, E.A. “Cheatgrass Empire: Land as a Contested Resource,” Roundtable: Cities, Sagebrush, and Solitude: Confronting Policy Challenges of the Great Basin. Western Social Science Association, Denver, CO, April 2013. Presenter.

Wolters, E.A.  “Attitude, Behavior, Consistency in Household Water Consumption: An Oregon Case Study,” Western Political Science Association, Portland, OR, March 2012. Presenter.

Wolters, E.A. and Hubbard, M.  “Development of an Integrated Water Resource Strategy: Assessing the Public’s Values, Knowledge, Perception of Risk, and Acceptability of Management Strategies.” The Oregon Water Conference 2011, Corvallis, OR, May 2011. Presenter.

Wolters, E.A.  “The Myth of Water Abundance: Developing a Statewide Integrated Water Management Strategy in Oregon,” Western Political Science Association, San Antonio, TX, April 2011. Presenter.

Wolters, E.A. and Hubbard, M.  “Managing Oregon’s Water: People, Climate Change, and the Myth of Abundance.”  Western Social Science Association, Salt Lake City, UT, April 2011. Presenter.

Wolters, E.A.  “The Future of Oregon Water:  Developing an Integrated Water Resource Management Plan,” International Symposium on Society and Resource Management, Corpus Christi, TX, June 2010. Presenter and organizer.  

Wolters, E.A. “Blue Revolution Initiative: Regional Water Management Benchmarking in the Middle East/North Africa (MENA) Region – Egypt,” American Water Resources Association Annual Conference, Seattle, WA, November 2009. Presenter.  
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