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  FLORA LEIBOWITZ
                                                    Philosophy Program

School of History, Philosophy, and Religion 
Oregon State University
Corvallis, OR  97331

Office: 541-737-5647   Home: 541-752-7558  Fax: 541-737-2571 
fleibowitz@oregonstate.edu
EDUCATION
Ph.D   1979      Philosophy
          The Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore  MD
                 Dissertation:   The Ether Theories of Joseph Larmor: A Case Study 
M.A.   1975
Philosophy
          The Johns Hopkins University
B.A.    1973
Liberal Studies          SUNY Stony Brook, Stony Brook NY             

EMPLOYMENT
1994- present
Professor, Department of Philosophy, Oregon State University.

1994- 2001
Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Philosophy, Oregon State

                     University.
1984- 1993
Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, Oregon State
                        University.  
1983 

Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, 
                        University of Texas, Austin, Texas.  Winter and Spring quarters.
1977- 1984  
Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, Oregon State University.

Area of Specialization: 
Philosophy of Art, Contemporary Aesthetic Theory,




History of Aesthetic Theory

Areas of Competence:

Philosophy of Science,   Philosophy of Mind, 




Contemporary Philosophy

PROFESSIONAL
American Philosophical Association

American Society for Aesthetics

British Society for Aesthetics

PUBLICATIONS
Journal Articles and Essays in Collections

“The Hubble Photographs as Aesthetic Objects,” in Lee Brown and David Goldblatt, eds. Aesthetics , 3rd edition  (2011),  84-88. 

“The Element of Desire: Beauty, Botany, and Philosophy”. With Loren Russell, Rock
 
Garden Quarterly   64:1: 43-47 (2006).
“Theories of Expression and the Movies,” in Murray M. Smith and Richard Allen, eds,

Film Theory and Philosophy  (1997), pp. 329-342.
“Pianists in the Movies,” Philosophy and Literature (Fall 1997) 21:2:376-381.
“Apt Feelings, or Why Women’s Films Aren’t Trivial,” in David Bordwell and Noel 

Carroll, eds.,  Post-Theory: Reconstructing Film Studies (1996), 219-229. 

“Pornography and Persuasion,” Philosophy and Literature 18: 118-123 (April 1994).

“Colorization and the Expression of Mood,” The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism 

(Fall l991) 49:4:363-365.  Reprinted in Neill and Ridley, eds., Arguments About

 Art  (1994), 48-52.
 “Neither Hollywood nor Godard: The Strange Case of Stranger Than Paradise.” 

Persistence of Vision (Summer 1988) 6:20-25.
“The Attitudes of Theory: Reflections on After the New Criticism.”  The Journal of 

Aesthetics and Art Criticism (Spring 1987)  45:3:233-236.
“The Incredible Shrinking: Mystifying the Woman Spectator.”  Persistence of Vision 

5:62-67 (Spring 1987).
“Max Weber on Science and Values,”  Filosofia Oggi (July-September 1984) 3:383-392.
“Blade Runner:  A Diagnostic Critique,” (with Douglas Kellner and Michael Ryan).  
     
Jump Cut (1984).
“The Shining” (with Lynn Jeffress), Film Quarterly  (Spring 1981)  34:45-51.  
“Recycling Ideology” The Second Coming of Michael Vronsky.”  Telos (Spring 1981)
47:204-208.
“Inference to the Best Explanation and Descartes’ Conception of Matter,” Nature and
System (June 1981) 3:81-89.
“Making Sense of 1900,” Theory in History (Spring 1980), 103-118.

Discussions and Review Essays

“Images of the Female and the Self: Two Recent Interpretations by Women Authors,”

 Hypatia (Fall 2003) 18:4:283-291.
“Why Intention Matters: Noel Carroll on Film Interpretation,” Film and Philosophy 

(2002) 5/6:151-155.

“Robert Solomon’s Sexual Paradigms: Twenty Years After,” in Alan Soble and Barbara

Kirshner, eds., Sex, Love, and Friendship  (1997),  33-36.

 “The Logic of Hume’s Conversion Theory,” The Journal of Aesthetics and Art 
Criticism 41:4:625-626  (Fall 1993).

“A Note on Feminist Theories of Representation:  Questions Concerning the Autonomy 
of Art.” The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism 48:4:361-364 (Fall 1990).

Other Publications

Review of “Roger Ebert Talks About Movies and More,” ASA Newsletter (Winter 2004) 

23:3:5-6.

Report on the 2000 ASA Pacific Division meeting, ASA Newsletter  (Fall 2000), 8.

Comments on “In Your Face Art,” Reflections, (March 1999) 6:1:8.

“Art and Morality in the 18th Century,” CLA Alum (OSU Liberal Arts Alumni 

Association Magazine), May 1995, 3-4.  Written with Carol Hansen, OSU 

Philosophy major.

“Art and Pornography:  When Bad Intermingles with the Beautiful,” Portland Oregonian, 

May 21, 1990, B-7.

“Stereotyped Image of Artist Fuels Debate,” Portland Oregonian, May 14, 1990, B-7.

Puzzle cases in Battin, Fisher et al, Puzzles About Art: An Aesthetics Casebook (1989),   Cases 2-12, 2-17, 4-28.

Book Reviews

James Elkins, Six Stories from the End of Representation, 

The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism  67:2:247-249 (Spring 2009). Review with Loren Russell

Michael Ondaatje, The Conversations: Walter Murch on the Art of 

Editing Film, The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, 


C.S. Tashiro, Pretty Pictures: Production Design and the History of Film,  Journal of
Quentin Schultze, Roy Anker, et al., Dancing in the Dark: Youth, Popular Culture, and 

the Electronic Media, The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism (Winter 1992) 

50:1:80-81.

Constance Penley, The Future of An Illusion, The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism

(Winter 1990) 48:1:103.

Colin MacCabe, Tracking The Signifier, The Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism 

(Winter 1987) 46:2 314-316.

Bill Nichols, Ideology and the Image, Philosophy of Social Science (September 1986) 

16:3: 399-404.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
“The Hubble Photographs as Aesthetic Objects”, Willamette University Philosophy      Colloquium, February 2012.
  Respondent, “Expression”, Northwest Philosophy Conference, October 2011.
“The Hubble Photographs as Aesthetic Objects”, American Society for Annual Meeting (Rocky Mountain Division), July, 2010
  Respondent, “Are Musical Instruments Artworks?” American Society for Aesthetics 
(Pacific Division), April 2010
“The Hubble Photographs as Objects of Scientific Curiosity and Aesthetic Delight,” 
American Society for Aesthetics (Pacific Division), April 2009.
Respondent, “Roadside Clutter,” American Society for Aesthetics (Pacific Division), 
March 2008
“When the Hubble Photographs Mislead Us and When They Don’t, “ Northwest 
Conference on Philosophy, October 2007.
Respondent,  “The Space of Tradition,” Northwest Conference on 
Philosophy, 2007.
Respondent, "Aesthetic Inhibition and Appreciation of Natural Objects," Northwest

Conference on Philosophy, November 2006.
Respondent, “Do All Valuable Artworks Possess Aesthetic Value?”, 

American Society for Aesthetics (Pacific Division), March 2006.
Respondent, “Delivering the Goods: The Value of Humor”, Northwest Conference on
“Appreciative Description and Reviews of Works of Art," Northwest Conference on

Philosophy, October 2004.
Respondent, "Nature, Culture, and Natural Heritage," Northwest Conference on

 Philosophy, October 2004.
“What is a Film Review?” Brown Bag presentation, OSU Philosophy Department, 

October 2003.
“Musicians in the Movies,” 30th Annual Philosophy Colloquium, California State

University – Fullerton, March 2003.

Respondent, “Aesthetic Value and Higher Order Meanings in Film,” American Society

for Aesthetics (Pacific Division), March 2002.

“Teaching Art and Morality (PHL 461),” School of Visual Arts Conference in Liberal

Arts and the Education of Artists, October 2001.  (This paper

appears under the same title in the on-line Proceedings: 
www.schoolofvisualarts.edu/04.Studio/Undergraduate/HumanitiesandScience/2001 

HTML/ConferenceProceedings.html
Respondent, “Against Intertextuality in Art Criticism,” American Society for Aesthetics

Annual Meeting,  October 2001.  Appears under the same title

in the online Proceedings:  
www.schoolofvisualarts.edu/04.Studio/Undergraduate/HumanitiesandScience/2001

HTML/ConferenceProceedings.html
Respondent, “A Different Plea for Disinterestedness,” American Society for Aesthetics

(Pacific Division),  March 2001.
Respondent, “Film and Representation,” American Society for Aesthetics (Pacific

Division), Asilomar, CA, March 1999.
“On Re-reading The Concept of Expression,”  American Society for Aesthetics Annual 

Meeting, November 1998.
Respondent, “Being Don Juan: Identity, Metafiction, and the Serious Pleasures of 

Comedy,” American Society for Aesthetics Meeting (Pacific Division), April 
1998.
“Agency and Expression in Film,” Philosophy Department Seminar, University of 

Victoria, Victoria B.C., February 1998.
Respondent, session on “Ancient Aesthetics: Theatricality and Tragedy,” American

Society for Aesthetics Meeting, October 1997.
Respondent, Conference on EnGendering Rationalities, Center for the Study of Women 

in Society, University of Oregon, April 1997.

“Francis Hutcheson’s Defense of Theater,” Brown Bag, OSU Philosophy Department,

March 1996.
“Art and Morality in the Contemporary U.S. and in the Scottish Enlightenment,” 13th 
International Congress of Aesthetics, University of Helsinki, Finland, August 
1995.
“Francis Hutcheson and John Witherspoon on the Pleasures of Tragedy,” Conference 
on Rethinking Rationality (University of Oregon Philosophy Department Faculty– 
Student Research Conference), April 1995.
“Teaching Art and Morality,” Brown Bag, OSU Philosophy Department, March 1995.
“Hume and Hutcheson on the Pleasures of Tragedy,” Francis Hutcheson Tricentenary 
Conference, Glasgow University, Scotland, April 1994.
“Understanding How It Is With Charlotte,” Class in Fiction, Emotion and Imagination,

Stirling University, Scotland, November 1993.
“Hume on the Emotions of Tragedy,” Lecture-seminar, Centre for Research in

Philosophy and Literature, University of Warwick, England, October 1993.
“Pity and Admiration and the Pleasures of Melodrama,” Department of Film and

Literature, University of Warwick, November 1993.
“Pleasures from Pain:  Movie Melodrama and Emotions,” Center for Humanities 
Working Papers, Oregon State University, February 1993.
Respondent,  “Pudovkin, Kant and the Principle of Perceptual Coherence,” American 
Society for Aesthetics Annual Meeting, October 1992.

“Colorization,” American Society for Aesthetics Annual Meeting, October 1990.
“Pornography and the Meaning of a Photograph,” American Society for Aesthetics 
Annual Meeting, October 1989.
“Pornography,” Willamette University Philosophy Department Colloquium, April 1989.
“Is Pornography the Subordination of Women?” American Philosophical Association 
Annual Meeting, Pacific Division, March 1989.
Respondent, “Arguments Against the Colorization of Films,” American Philosophical 
Association Annual Meeting, Pacific Division, March 1988.
“Art Houses and Avant-Gardes: The Strange Case of Stranger Than Paradise,” 
International Association for Philosophy and Literature, May 1987.
Postmodern Film,” Conference of the Oregon Committee for the Humanities, panel 
on Postmodernism in the Visual Arts,  November 1986.
“Postmodern Film and the Legacy of Pop Art,”  Philosophy Colloquium Series.  Central 
Washington University, May 1986.
“The Attitudes of Theory,” Annual Meeting of American Society for Aesthetics, Boston,
October 1986.
“Defending Realism,” Annual Meeting of American Society for Aesthetics, November 

1984.
“The Concept of Ideology in Contemporary Film Theory,” Annual Meeting of Society

for Cinema Studies, March 1984.
Respondent, “Motion Pictures” and “Myth and the Existential Sentiment.”  Annual

Meeting of the American Society for Aesthetics, October 1982.
Respondent, “The Roots of Realism in Film Theory,” Symposium on Contemporary 

Problems in Aesthetics, University of Oregon, April 1982.

“Brian De Palma’s Blow Out,” Annual Meeting of the American Culture/Popular Culture

Association, April 1982.
“Why Cost-Benefit Analysis is Not Impartial,” Morris Colloquium, University of 

Colorado, Boulder, CO, April 1982.
Respondent, “Max Weber on the Fact-Value Dichotomy,” Annual Meeting of the

American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division, March 1982.
“German and American Romanticism in The Deer Hunter,” Annual Meeting of the 

American Culture/Popular Culture Association, March 1981.
“Ad Hoc Hypotheses and the Development of Elementary Particle Physics,” Annual 
Meeting of the American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division, March

1981.
Respondent, “The Language of Sex and the Sex of Language,” Annual Meeting of the

American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division, March 1979.
“Descartes’ Identity of Matter and Space,” Annual Meeting of the American 

Philosophical Association, Eastern Division, December 1977.

COURSES TAUGHT
PHL 101, 121 
Critical Thinking

PHL 201
Introduction to Philosophy

PHL 205 
Ethics

PHL 251
Knowers, Knowing, Known

PS 299

Art, Ethics, and Politics (co-taught with James Foster, Political Science)

PHL 360
Philosophy of the Arts

PHL 390
Styles and Movements in Film

PHL 407
Seminar in Philosophy (includes Determinism/Freedom, The Emotions,  Representation, ,Film and Philosophy, the Concept of Beauty, Aesthetic Issues of the Natural Environment)
PHL 461
Art and Morality

PHL 461
Art and Morality for State of Oregon Distance Learning System, 1996

PHL 470
Philosophy of Science

PHL 471
Philosophy of Social Science

PHL 472
Science and Society

AWARDS & HONORS
Philosophy Department Service Award 1994, 2000, 2005

Member of Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society

Listed in Who’s Who in American Education, Who’s Who of American Women, Who’s Who in America 
Award winner, American Society for Aesthetics Essay Contest on “The Place 

of Aesthetics in Society,” 1987

GRANTS
OSU Research Office Faculty Release Time Award, Winter 2011.
Spring Creek Research Fellow, Spring 2008.
Philosophy Department Student-Faculty Research Award, 1994, 1999, 2005 
American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) Travel to International Meetings Award, 

1995.
Resident Fellow, Centre for Research in Philosophy and Literature, University of 

Warwick, Fall 1993.
Resident Fellow, Center for the Humanities, Oregon State University, Winter 1987, 

Fall 1992.
Oregon State University Research Council Grant, Spring Term, 1992.
CLA Research Grant, 1980.

Grants and Fellowships for Instructional Development

L.L. Stewart Faculty Development Award, 1996, 2012.
WIC Seminar and Intermediate WIC Seminar participant.

Philosophy Department Student-Faculty Research Award, Fall 1997.

De Loach Work Scholarship, Winter 1995.

De Loach Work Scholarship, Fall 1994.

Resident Fellow, NEH Summer Institute, Philosophy and the Histories of the Arts, San

Francisco, CA, July-August 1991.

SERVICE 

Professional Societies in Philosophy

Co-organizer of the 2012 Northwest Philosophy Conference, October 2012
Program committee, American Society for Aesthetics 2007 Annual Meeting.
Manuscript reviewer for a variety of philosophy journals
Division Chair, American Society for Aesthetics (Pacific Division), 2000-2001.

Program Chair, American Society for Aesthetics (Pacific Division), 1999-2000 Annual 

Meeting.

Program Committee, American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division, 1996-1999.

Aesthetics and Higher Education Committee, American Society for Aesthetics, 1994-96.

Committee on Status and Future of the Profession, American Philosophical Association, 

1991-1994.

Program Committee, American Society for Aesthetics 1993 Annual Meeting.

Local Arrangements Committee, American Society for Aesthetics Annual Meeting, 1991.

Nominations committee, American Philosophical Association (Pacific Division), 1988.

Program Committee, American Society for Aesthetics 1987 Annual Meeting.

Session chair at a variety of philosopher conferences, 1977- present (for example, Author 
Meets Critics panel on A Theory of Mass Art by Noel Carroll, American 
Philosophical Association Meeting (Pacific Division), 1998; Author Meets Critics 
panel on Image and Mind by Gregory Currie, American Philosophical 
Association Meeting, Pacific Division, 1997).





 Oregon University System

“Woody Allen and Ingmar Bergman Do Shakespeare: Midsummer Night Sex Comedies,” 
The Bard in the Quad Lecture Series, July 2008.
“Susan Feigin’s Solution to the Paradox of Tragedy,” Philosophy Department 
Colloquium Series, May 2007.
“The Aesthetics of Gardens” (with Loren Russell),  OSU Academy for Lifelong 
Learning, April 2006.
“Healing and Disconcerting Art,” Gallery talk (LaSells Stewart Center), May 2003.
Panelist, “Strategies for Teaching 4/500 level courses,” CLA Center for Excellence in

Teaching, Learning, and Research, February 2000.
“Wetlands, Woodlots, and Native Prairies:  Aldo Leopold’s Concept of Beauty” 

(with Loren Russell), Ideas Matter Lecture Series, November 1998.
Faculty observer, IFC/Panhellenic Council First Annual Greek Summit, April 1997.
“The Aesthetics of War Memorials,” ECLAT Club (CLA Emeritus Faculty), February

1997.
Symposium on Violence and the Media, Western Oregon State College, April 1996.
“Film Noir,” Oregon Coast Community college, Winter 1995.
Panelist, “Art and Controversy,” OSU Department of Art, April 1994.
KBVR interview:  “What is Pornography?” April 1993.
Minority Scholarship Mentor, 1988-92:  “The Philosophy Major and Minor,” OSU

Minority Scholars Winter Program, February 1991.
OSU College of Liberal Arts Lecture Series: The 1989 Revolution and the New Europe: 

“Hegel’s Theory of History,” October 1990.
Panelist, “What is Obscenity?” Oregon Coast Community College, August 1990.
Panelist, “Art and Censorship,” OSU Legal Studies Society, November 1989.
“Melodrama and Traditional Aesthetics,” PHL 507: Seminar in Philosophy, University of

Oregon, November 1989.
“The Trouble with Colorization,” University of Oregon Philosophy club, November

1989.
Review of Stanley Cavell, Pursuits of Happiness, CLA Alum Summer Reading Issue, 
1988.
Panelist, “What is Art?”, OSU College of Liberal Arts, November 1985, November 1986.
“A Short History of American Science Fiction Films,” Oregon State University English

Language Institute Summer Seminar in American Studies, August 1985.
Guest lectures in a variety of OSU classes, 1977 to present, in COS and CLA.

Community

KWAX (91.1 FM Eugene, OR), “Artsline” interviews, 1994 – 2003

Publicity Director and member of Executive Board, Chamber Music Corvallis, Corvallis,

OR, 1994 –2003
OSU COMMITTEES AND ADVISORY BOARDS 
School of History, Philosophy, and Religion
Advisory Council, 2013-present

Space Use Committee, 2014-present

Chair, Dossier Preparation Committee 1, 2014 

Member, Dossier Preparation Committee 2, 2014

Undergraduate Curriculum Committee, 2013-present. 
         Philosophy-major assessment subcommittee, 2014

 


Philosophy Program
Associate Director, 2013-present
Ad hoc committees for scholarships, student credit hours, Foundation funds, 2014-15 
Graduate advisory committee, 2012 – 2013

Philosophy-major assessment coordinator, 2011-2014. 
Department liaison to Valley Library, 2007- 2012
Curriculum Committee,  2006-present; Chair, 2008-09

Philosophy of Science Search Committee, 1994; 2000; 2001
Director of Graduate Studies, 1993-2001; Religion Faculty Position Exploration 
Committee, ex officio, 2001.

Promotion and Tenure Committee, 1990-91; 2005; 2006

Chair,  Promotion and Tenure Committee, 1994-95; 1995-96; 2005

Advisory Committee, 2002-2005; 1992–1996

Coordinator,  Departmental WIC Course proposal for PHL 407: Seminar in

Philosophy, 1992

Coordinator, Outstanding Senior Nomination, 1991, 2006

Coordinator, Critical Thinking (PHL 101), Fall 1990

College of Liberal Arts

Budget Committee, 2011-2013; Chair, 2012-2013 and ex officio CLA Faculty Council. Ad Hoc Committee on Faculty Salaries and Service, Winter 2009
Curriculum Committee, 2000-2002; Chair, 2001-2002; Faculty Council, 2001-2002
Personnel Committee, 1995-96; Chair, 1995-96; Faculty Council, 1995-96
Personnel Committee, emergency replacement, Winter Term 1994-95
Winter Music Festival Committee, 1994
Special Assistant to the Dean, Spring Term 1994
            Minority Recruitment Progress Report and College Productivity Plan
Department of History Chair Search Committee, 1990
Outstanding Staff Award Committee, 1989-90
Faculty Council, 1984-85
Faculty Review and Appeals Committee, 1980-81

Oregon State University

OSU Search Advocate, 2011-present.
University Research Council, 2008-present

Honors College Council, 2006-07

Phi Kappa Phi Emerging Scholar Award Committee, 2006, 2007, 2008; Chair, 1999, 
2000

OSU 2007 Satellite Committee on Non-traditional Scholarship, 2002-2003.

Budgets and Fiscal Planning Committee, 1998-2001

Liaison to University Curriculum Council, 1999-2001

Faculty Senate, 1994-1996; 1981-83

Provost’s Literary Prize Committee, 1994

Faculty Senate Promotion and Tenure Committee, 1990-1993

Center for the Humanities Advisory Board, 1987-89

Director, Middle East Film Week, 1981

Oregon University System

French Executive Board, 1990-1992

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN ADMINISTRATION  

Workshop:     Committed to Diversity, September 2006.
Workshop:     The Oregon Family Leave/Medical Leave Act, September 2006.
Workshop:      Conversation Skills for Convening People and Influencing Outcomes, 
     August 2000; August 2003 
Workshop:     Assessment of Learning Outcomes, June 2000.
Workshop:     Recognizing Teaching in a Comprehensive Research University, 



March 1994.
Workshop:     Hiring Smart for OSU, August 1994.
Workshop:     Creative Ways to Find and Keep Faculty and Staff of Color, 



October 1994.

