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PARTICIPANTS 

 

 

John C. Bliss is Starker Chair in Private and Family Forestry at Oregon State University, where he conducts research on 

social and cultural dimensions of small-scale forest management.  John is Co-editor–in–Chief of the international journal, 

Small-scale Forestry, and is currently engaged in research on small-holder forestry in Ethiopia.  John is passionate about 

music and active in the Corvallis, Oregon avant-garde music scene.   

 

Alison Hawthorne Deming is a poet, essayist, and professor of English at University of Arizona. She is the author of 

Science and other Poems, selected for the Walt Whitman Award of the Academy of American Poets, Temporary 

Homelands: Essays on Nature, Spirit and Place and seven other books.  Her forthcoming book is a collection of essays, 

Murder, Raft, and Exaltation: My Life with Animals. 

Robert Frodeman is the former Chair of the Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies at the University of North 

Texas (UNT), where he specializes in environmental philosophy, the philosophy of science policy, and the theory of 

interdisciplinarity. Bob is the author of Geo-Logic: Breaking Ground between Philosophy and the Earth Sciences (2003), 

co-editor of the Encyclopedia of Environmental Ethics and Philosophy (2008), and editor of the forthcoming Oxford 

University Press Handbook of Interdisciplinarity (2009). Frodeman is now the founding director of the Center for the 

Study of Interdisciplinarity at UNT (www.csid.unt.edu)  

Charles Goodrich* serves as the Program Director for the Spring Creek Project for Ideas, Nature, and the Written Word 

at Oregon State University. He is the author of Insects of South Corvallis (poems) and The Practice of Home (essays), and 

he served as lead editor of the book In the Blast Zone: Catastrophe and Renewal on Mount St. Helens.  Garrison Keillor 

reads Charles’ poems on the “Writers’ Almanac” radio program. 

Eban Goodstein is Professor of Economics at Lewis & Clark College, and Director of the National Teach-in on Global 

Warming Solutions, engaging over a thousand educational institutions nationwide. Recent books include Economics and 

the Environment and Fighting for Love in the Century of Extinction: How Passion and Politics Can Stop Global 

Warming. Goodstein received his B.A. from Williams College and his Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. 

 

Hank Green is the chief editor and founder of EcoGeek.org, the web's largest environmental technology publication. 

EcoGeek's content is featured consistently at the Huffington Post, Scientific American and Yahoo.com. Hank also runs 

one of YouTube's most successful projects at youtube.com/vlogbrothers in which he and his brother try to get young 

people to care about their world. 

 

Mark Hixon* is Helen Thompson Professor of Marine Conservation Biology at Oregon State University, and an expert 

on coastal marine ecology. Mark is a scientific advisor to marine conservation groups, including the Pacific Marine 

Conservation Council, the Communication Partnership for Science and the Sea, and the Bahamas National Trust. Dr. 

Hixon is recent chair of the National Science Foundation Ocean Science Advisory Subcommittee and the current chair of 

the National Marine Protected Areas Federal Advisory Committee. 

 

Carly Johnson is a writer, interdisciplinary researcher, and environmental activist.  She founded the Campus Carbon 

Challenge, a grassroots initiative encouraging people to reduce their carbon dioxide emissions by making change to their 

daily routines.  She is also a former resident of Penn State University’s Renewable Energy Homestead at the Center for 

Sustainability, where she lived within her ecological footprint by growing her own food, processing all wastes, and 

generating renewable energy. 

 

Kathleen Dean Moore* is Distinguished Professor of Philosophy and University Writer Laureate at Oregon State 

University, where she directs the Spring Creek Project for Ideas, Nature, and the Written Word.  An environmental 

philosopher and award-winning author of books about our cultural and spiritual relation to the natural world, she is co-

editing a new book, For All Time, a collection of writings to establish a global moral consensus about our obligations to 

the future in a time of climate change. 

http://www.amazon.com/Science-Other-Alison-Hawthorne-Deming/dp/0807119156
https://exmail.oregonstate.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.csid.unt.edu
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Michael P. Nelson is professor of environmental ethics at Michigan State University, where he holds a joint appointment 

in the Lyman Briggs College and the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife.  He is the co-editor of The Great New 

Wilderness Debate and The Wilderness Debate Rages On, and the co-author of American Indian Environmental Ethics: A 

Case Study. 

 

Matthew Nisbet is a social scientist at the School of Communication, American University.  He studies strategic 

communication in policymaking and public affairs, especially controversies surrounding science and the environment. 

Matthew is an affiliated researcher with the Center for Climate Change Communication at George Mason University. He 

serves on the editorial board for the International Journal of Press/Politics and posts regularly to the blog Framing 

Science. 

 

Kathie L. Olsen is former Deputy Director of the National Science Foundation (NSF). In her present role as Senior 

Advisor at NSF, she will be responsible for program officer training and education in merit review, and interdisciplinary 

and transformative research.  She has also served as Associate Director and Deputy Director for Science in the Office of 

Science and Technology Policy (OSTP), and as the Chief Scientist at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.  

As NASA Chief Scientist, she served as the Administrator's senior scientific advisor and principal interface with the 

national and international scientific community. 

 

Scott Russell Sanders is an award-winning writer and professor of English at the University of Indiana. Among his more 

than twenty books are novels, collections of stories, and works of personal nonfiction, including Staying Put , Hunting for 

Hope, and A Private History of Awe, which was nominated for the Pulitzer Prize. A Conservationist Manifesto, his vision 

of a shift to a sustainable society, will be published in 2009. His writing examines the human place in nature, the pursuit 

of social justice, and the relation between culture and geography.  

 

Andreas Schmittner is assistant professor at the College of Oceanic and Atmospheric Sciences at Oregon State 

University. He uses computer models to improve our understanding of past and possible future climate changes and has 

contributed to the last assessment report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Recently Andreas has 

become more interested in communicating the science of climate change to the public. 

 

Pam Sturner is Managing Director of the Leopold Leadership Program at Stanford. For the past decade Pam has worked 

in communications and nonprofits to promote understanding between scientists, environmentalists, decision-makers, and 

business leaders. Before joining the Leopold Leadership Program, Pam was the executive officer of the San Francisquito 

Watershed Council. Pam graduated from Yale College with a B.A. in English literature and environmental history.  

 

Frederick J. Swanson* is a Research Geologist with the USDA Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station 

whose work has concentrated on interactions of geological and ecological forces in mountain lands.  He is coauthor or 

coeditor of Bioregional Assessments: Science at the crossroads of Management and Policy, Road Ecology: Science and 

Solutions and Ecological Responses to the 1980 Eruption of Mount St. Helens. 

 

Steve Vanderheiden is professor of political science at the University of Colorado, specializing in normative political 

theory and environmental politics.  He is the author of Atmospheric Justice: A Political Theory of Climate Change, and an 

edited volume Political Theory and Global Climate Change.   Recent and forthcoming articles include “Radical 

Environmentalism in an Age of Antiterrorism” in Environmental Politics, and “Allocating Ecological Space” in Journal of 

Social Philosophy. 

 

 *Organizing committee 

http://www.climatechangecommunication.org/
http://www.sagepub.com/journalsProdDesc.nav?prodId=Journal201283

