
 
Frequently Asked Questions* 

 
How long should my abstract be? 
Ideally your abstract should be between 200 and 300 words.  This gives us enough detail to 
assess the viability of your paper and help sort papers and presentations into panels. 
 
What should my abstract say? 
In addition to stating your paper’s title, the abstract provides a short explanation of your paper 
and its main points. A good abstract will address succinctly the following questions: What is 
the scholarly question or problem? Contextualize your topic. What is your thesis/argument? It 
should be original. What is your evidence? State forthrightly the sorts of primary source or 
other material you are using. How does your paper fit into the scholarly conversation?  Why 
does it matter? We know the topic is important to you; why should it be important to the 
abstract selection committee? 
 
Is it better to read my paper or to speak from notes? 
That’s a personal decision.  Either can work, as long as you practice it multiple times 
beforehand.  The papers that are hardest to listen to are ones in which presenters put their 
heads down and read without modulating their tone or looking at their audience.  On the other 
hand, presenters with sparse notes who become nervous can sometimes lose their focus.  In 
both cases, prior practice makes a big difference!   
 
How should I dress for my paper presentation? 
Again, this is a matter of personal choice: some presenters wear jeans and some wear 
suits.  Neat casual is usually a safe bet, but we have no dress code. 
 
I need to take the LSAT/go to my aunt’s birthday/play a soccer game on the day of the 
conference – can you schedule my panel for a particular time slot? 
Usually, if you give us enough prior notice.  Contact Professor Katz or Professor Campbell as 
soon as you can – we need to know before we put the program together two weeks before the 
conference. jkatz@oregonstate.edu and ccampbell@oregonstate.edu 
 
Can you guarantee that my paper presentation will have an audience? 
We strongly encourage students from Oregon State University to come and hear papers, but we 
cannot compel them to.  We are also unable to control which sessions attract a large audience 
and which do not.  That’s why it is especially important to bring friends and family to help make 
up the audience.  
 
Something has come up and I cannot deliver my paper – what should I do? 
Please contact Professor Katz or Professor Campbell ASAP!  See if someone else from your 
school is able to read your paper for you.  In the worst-case scenario, your paper will be 
cancelled.  Signing up to give a paper is a commitment, however, and we build the schedule 
around the expectation that everyone who has submitted an abstract will follow through on 
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their commitment.  It is highly inconvenient for all concerned – fellow panel members, 
moderators, audience members, and organizers – when someone backs out at the last 
minute.  That said, we realize that there are occasionally genuine emergencies.  
 
May I use technology in my presentation? 
Yes – the conference venue (the Journey Room) is equipped with a PC and LCD projector.  You 
may also bring laptops to plug into the LCD projector.  A document camera, a DVD player and a 
white board are also available.  Indicate your technology needs on the abstract. 
  
What are the meal options? 
The conference will provide meals.  
 
Where can I find driving directions to Oregon State University? 
Type “Oregon State University Memorial Union” into any mapping program.  The conference 
will take place in the Journey Room on the Main Floor of the Memorial Union. 
 
Where can I park? 
A parking garage is located at 661 SW 26th St, Corvallis, OR 97331. 

 

I have another question that isn’t addressed here – what shall I do? 
Email Professor Jonathan Katz at jkatz@oregonstate.edu or Professor Courtney Campbell at 
ccampbell@oregonstate.edu 
 
 
 

 
*The “Frequently Asked Questions” are adapted from Moravian College’s FAQ, 
“Fourteenth Undergraduate Conference in Medieval and Early Modern Studies,”  
https://www.moravian.edu/medieval/faqs.html      Accessed January 25,2019 
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