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DAVID M. ROBINSON

Distinguished Professor Emeritus of American Literature
Oregon Professor Emeritus of English

Director Emeritus, Center for the Humanities
School of Writing, Literature, and Film

Oregon State University

Corvallis, Oregon 97331-5302

drobinson@oregonstate.edu
EDUCATION:

Ph.D., 1976, University of Wisconsin—Madison (English); M.A., 1973; M.T.S., 1972, Harvard Divinity School; B.A. (High Honors), 1970, University of Texas at Austin (English) 

AWARDS and HONORS:

Elected Fellow of the Massachusetts Historical Society, 2010

College of Liberal Arts Faculty Achievement Award, Oregon State University, September 2006

Distinguished Achievement Award, Ralph Waldo Emerson Society, May 2005
Director, Center for the Humanities, Oregon State University, 2001-2016
Named University Distinguished Professor of American Literature, Oregon State University, 1994

President, Ralph Waldo Emerson Society, 1998-99; Program Chair, 1993-95

Named Oregon Professor of English, Oregon State University [Endowed Professorship], 1991

Director, National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Seminar for School Teachers, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1992, 1993, 1994, 1996
Author of “Emerson, Thoreau, Fuller and Transcendentalism” [annual review of work in the field] for American Literary Scholarship (Duke University Press), 1988-2008. Most recent essay listed under publications.
Master Teacher Program, Oregon State University College of Liberal Arts, 1997-98

Editorial Boards:  ISLE:  Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment; Journal of Unitarian Universalist History; ESQ: A Journal of the American Renaissance, 2008-2012
Chair, Panel on Theological Education, Unitarian Universalist Assoc., Boston, 1995-2001

Fulbright Guest Professor, University of Heidelberg, Germany, 1984-85

Faculty Excellence Award for Teaching, Oregon State Board of Higher Education, 1984

American Council of Learned Societies Fellowship, 1983-84

President, Pacific Northwest American Studies Association, 1982-84

National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, 1979-80

PUBLICATIONS (Books):

Natural Life:  Thoreau's Worldly Transcendentalism (Cornell University Press, 2004). Thoreau's intellectual development as an ethical philosopher and natural historian.

World of Relations:  The Achievement of Peter Taylor (University Press of Kentucky, 1998).  Peter Taylor's representation of family and social structure in his fiction.

Emerson and the Conduct of Life:  Pragmatism and Ethical Purpose in the Later Work (Cambridge University Press, 1993).  The political and ethical emphasis of Emerson's later thought.

The Unitarians and the Universalists (Greenwood Press, Denominations in America Series No. 1, 1985).  A history of Unitarianism and Universalism in America.

Apostle of Culture:  Emerson as Preacher and Lecturer (University of Pennsylvania Press, 1982).  Emerson's evolution from minister to lecturer and essayist.

PUBLICATIONS (Edited Books):

(Editor) The Political Emerson:  Essential Writings on Politics and Social Reform (Boston: Beacon Press, 2004).  A selected edition of Emerson's political and reform writings.
(Editor) The Spiritual Emerson:  Essential Writings (Boston: Beacon Press, 2003).  A selected edition of Emerson's religious and ethical writings to mark the Bicentennial of Emerson's birth.

(Editor) William Ellery Channing:  Selected Writings (Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, Sources of American Spirituality Series, 1985). 

PUBLICATIONS (Journal Essays and Book Chapters):
[Forthcoming] “Emerson the Orator: Teaching the Narratives of the Divinity School Address.” Approaches to Teaching the Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson. Ed. Sean Ross Meehan and Mark Long. New York: Modern Language Association, projected 2018.
“‘Partakers of the Divine Nature: Ripley’s Discourses and the Transcendental Annus Mirabilis,” Religions 2018, 9(1), 12; doi:10.3390/rel9010012
“Thoreau, Stanley Cavell, and American Philosophy.” Henry David Thoreau in Context, Ed. James S. Finley.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2017. Pp. 313-20
“Emerson, The Indian Brahmo Samaj, and the American Reception of Gandhi,” A Power to Translate the World: New Essays on Emerson and International Culture. Ed.  David La Rocca and Ricardo Miguel Alfonso.  Dartmouth/UPNE Press, 2016. Pp. 43-60.
“Transcendentalism.” Oxford Research Encyclopedia of American History, ed. Jon Butler. Oxford University Press Online Publications.   http://americanhistory.oxfordre.com/view/10.1093/acrefore/9780199329175.001.0001/acrefore-9780199329175-e-116?rskey=wvvxhl&result=1
 
“The Movement’s Medium: Emerson, Fuller, and the Dial,” Revue Française d¹Études Américaines, 2014/3 (N˚ 140), pp. 24-36. Special issue on American Transcendentalism. Ed. François Specq and Thomas Constantinesco.
“The ‘New Thinking’: Nature, Self, and Society, 1836-1850.” Mr. Emerson’s Revolution, ed. Jean McClure Mudge. Cambridge, UK: Open Book Publishers, 2015. Pp. 81-117.
“Divinity.” Emerson in Context. Ed. Wesley T. Mott. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge University Press, 2014. 92-100.

 “The Ruined Garden at Half a Century: Reflections on Leo Marx’s The Machine in the Garden.” Reviews in American History 41 (2013): 571-76.

 “Stanley Cavell, ‘Aversive Thinking,” and Emerson’s ‘Party of the Future.’” Stanley Cavell, Literature, and Film: The Idea of America. Ed. Andrew Taylor and Aine Kelly. New York and London: Routledge, 2013. 42-56.  http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415509640/
 “Margaret Fuller, Self-Culture, and Associationism.” Margaret Fuller and Her Circles, ed. Conrad Edick Wright. Ed. Brigitte Bailey, Katheryn P. Viens, and Conrad Edick Wright. Durham, N. H.: University of New Hampshire Press, 2013. 77-99, 260-65. http://www.upne.com/1611683455.html
“Emerson, Modern Literature, and the Question of Goethe.” Nineteenth-Century Prose. 40, 2 (Fall 2013): 163-80. [Special issue devoted to the completion of the Harvard University Press edition of The Collected Works of Ralph Waldo Emerson]. 

“Thoreau, Modernity, and Nature’s Seasons,” Thoreauvian Modernities: Transatlantic Conversations on an American Icon. Ed. François Specq, Laura Dassow Walls, and Michel Granger. Athens, University of Georgia Press, 2013. 69-81. 
“Transcendentalism.”  Oxford Bibliographies in American Literature. Oxford Bibliographies Online. Oxford University Press, 2013. [Online bibliography of 150 annotated scholarly books, articles, and web sources on New England Transcendentalism] http://www.oup.com/online/us/obo/?view=usa
 “Margaret Fuller.” Oxford Bibliographies in American Literature.  Oxford Bibliographies Online. Oxford University Press, 2013. [Online bibliography of 150 annotated scholarly books, articles, and web sources on Margaret Fuller] http://www.oup.com/online/us/obo/?view=usa
“Emerson, Thoreau, Fuller and Transcendentalism,” American Literary Scholarship 2008, ed. David J. Nordloh (Duke University Press, 2010), pp. 3-28. [Most recent version of this yearly review essay, written from 1988-2008].
“British Science, The London Lectures, and Emerson’s Philosophical Reorientation,” in Emerson for the Twenty-First Century: Globalism and the Circularity of Influence. Ed. Barry Tharaud. (Newark, Del.: University of Delaware Press, 2010), pp. 285-300.
“The Free Religion Movement,” Oxford Handbook of Transcendentalism, ed. Joel Myerson, Sandra Petrulionis, and Laura Dassow Walls. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2010), pp. 617-28.

“‘In the Golden Hour of Friendship’: Transcendentalism and Utopian Desire,” Emerson and Thoreau: Figures of Friendship. Ed. John Lysaker and William Rossi.  (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2010), pp. 53-69.
 “Emerson, Natural Religion, and the Antislavery Crisis,” Religion & Literature [Special Issue on Emerson edited by Paul Kane], Religion & Literature 41 (Spring 2009): 3-24.
“Poetry, Poetic Perception, and Emerson’s Spiritual Affirmations,” Shaping Belief: Culture, Politics and Religion in Nineteenth-Century Writing. Ed. Victoria Morgan and Clare Williams (Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2008), pp. 95-112.
“Agrarian Justice: Paine, Jefferson, Crevecoèur, and Economic Egalitarianism in the New Republics,” Proceedings of the “Thomas Paine Symposium:  Common Sense for the Modern Era.” (San Diego: San Diego State University Press, 2008), pp. 207-25.
“Christopher Pearse Cranch and the New England Transcendentalists,” in At Home and Abroad: The Transcendental Landscapes of Christopher Pearse Cranch (1813-1892). Ed. Nancy F. Stula (New London, Conn.: Lyman Allyn Art Museum, 2007), pp. 57-74.

“‘The New Epoch of Belief’: The Radical and Religious Transformation in Nineteenth-Century New England," New England Quarterly 79, no. 4 (December 2006): 557-77.

“Margaret Fuller, New York, and the Politics of Transcendentalism,” ESQ: A Journal of the American Renaissance 52 (4th Quarter 2006): 271-99.
“‘Here or Nowhere’: Essays: Second Series.” Emerson’s Essays. Ed. Harold Bloom. Bloom’s Modern Critical Interpretations. New York: Chelsea House, 2006. 171-89. [Reprinted from my Emerson and the Conduct of Life (1993)].

"Experience, Instinct, and Emerson's Philosophical Reorientation," Emerson Bicentennial Essays. Ed. Ronald A. Bosco and Joel Myerson (Boston:  Massachusetts Historical Society and University Press of Virginia, 2006), pp. 391-404.

"Thoreau and Idealism: 'Face to Face to a Fact.'"  Nineteenth-Century Prose 31, no. 2 (Fall 2004), pp. 30-50.

"Emerson, American Democracy, and 'Progress of Culture," Nineteenth Century Prose [Emerson Bicentennial Issue] 30 (Spring/Fall 2003), 282-99. Republished in Ralph Waldo Emerson: Bicentenary Appraisals. Ed. Barry Tharaud (Wissenschaftlicher Verlag Trier, Germany, 2006), pp. 135-48.
“Emerson’s ‘American Civilization’:  Emancipation and the National Destiny,” The Emerson Dilemma:  Essays on Emerson and Social Reform. Ed. T. Gregory Garvey (Athens:  University of Georgia Press, 2001), 221-33.

“Emerson and Religion,” Historical Guide to Ralph Waldo Emerson. Ed. Joel Myerson (Oxford and New York:  Oxford University Press, 2000), 151-77.

“The Written World:  Place and History in Thoreau’s ‘A Walk to Wachusett,’” Thoreau’s Sense of Place:  Essays in American Environmental Writing, ed. Richard J. Schneider (Iowa City:  University of Iowa Press, 2000), 83-92.

"Personalities and Presences:  Peter Taylor's Dramatizations of the Occult," Southern Quarterly [Special Issue on Peter Taylor] 38 (2000), 67-74.

“Wilderness and the Agrarian Principle:  Gary Snyder, Wendell Berry, and the Ethical Definition of the Wild,” ISLE:  Interdis. Studies in Lit. & Environment 6 (1999), 15-27.
“‘A Religious Demonstration’:  The Theological Emergence of New England Transcendentalism,” Transient and Permanent:  The Transcendentalist Movement and Its Contexts. Ed. Charles Capper and Conrad E. Wright (Boston:  Massachusetts Historical Society and Northeastern University Press, 1999), 49-72.

“Transcendentalism and Its Times,” The Cambridge Companion to Emerson. Ed. Joel Porte and Saundra Morris (Cambridge and New York:  Cambridge University Press, 1999), 13-29.

 “Thoreau's ‘Ktaadn’ and the Quest for Experience,” Emersonian Circles. Ed. Robert Burkholder and Wesley T. Mott (Rochester:  Univ. of Rochester Press, 1997), 207-23. 

“Thoreau's ‘Walking’ and the Ecological Imperative,” Approaches to Teaching Henry David Thoreau's Walden. Ed. Richard Schneider (New York:  MLA, 1996), 167-74.

“‘Some Kind of Sign’: The Psychological Dynamics of ‘The Other Times,’” The Craft of Peter Taylor. Ed. C. Ralph Stephens and Lynda B. Salamon (University of Alabama Press, 1995), pp. 67-74.

“The Cultural Dynamics of American Puritanism” [review essay] American Literary History 6 (1994), 738-55.

“‘Unchronicled Nations’:  Agrarian Purpose and Thoreau's Ecological Knowing,” Nineteenth-Century Literature 48 (1993), 326-40.

“Unitarian History and the Unitarian Universalist Identity:  The Work of Conrad Wright,” Proceedings of the Unitarian Universalist Historical Soc. 22, 2 (1992-94), 1-11.

“The Road Not Taken:  From Edwards, Through Chauncy, to Emerson,” Arizona Quarterly 48 (1992), 45-61.

 “Fields of Investigation:  Emerson and Natural History,” in American Literature and Science. Ed. Robert Scholnick (Lexington:  University of Kentucky Press, 1992), 94-109.

“Engaging the Past:  Peter Taylor's ‘The Old Forest,’” Southern Literary Journal, 22 (1990), 63-77.  Reprinted in Critical Essays on Peter Taylor. Ed. Hubert H. McAlexander (Boston:  G.K. Hall, 1993).

“Community and Utopia in Crèvecoeur’s Sketches,” American Literature, 62 (1990), 17-31.

“Poetry, Personality, and the Divinity School Address,” Harvard Theological Review, 82 (1989), 185-99. 
“The Sermons of Ralph Waldo Emerson:  An Introductory Historical Essay,” in The Complete Sermons of Ralph Waldo Emerson, volume 1. Ed. Albert J. von Frank (Columbia:  University of Missouri Press, 1989), 1-32.

“Grace and Works:  Emerson's Essays in Theological Perspective,” in American Unitarianism, 1805-1865. Ed. Conrad E. Wright (Boston: Massachusetts Historical Society and Northeastern University Press and, 1989), 121-42.

“Tennessee, Taylor, the Critics, and Time,” [on Peter Taylor's fiction] Southern Review, 23 (1987), 281-94.

“The Method of Nature and Emerson's Period of Crisis,” in Emerson Centenary Essays, ed. Joel Myerson (Carbondale:  Southern Illinois University Press, 1982), 74-92.

“The Political Odyssey of William Henry Channing,” Amer. Quarterly, 34 (1982), 165-84.

“Margaret Fuller and the Transcendental Ethos:  Woman in the Nineteenth Century,” PMLA, 97 (1982), 83-98. [Reprinted in the Norton Critical Edition of Fuller, Woman in the Nineteenth Century, Ed. Larry J. Reynolds, 1998].

“Crèvecoeur’s James:  The Education of an American Farmer,” Journal of English and Germanic Philology, 80 (1981), 552-70.

“The Legacy of Channing:  Culture as a Religious Category in New England Thought,” Harvard Theological Review, 74 (1981), 221-39.

“Emerson's Natural Theology and the Paris Naturalists:  Toward a ‘Theory of Animated Nature,’” Journal of the History of Ideas, 41 (1980), 69-88. Reprinted in Critical Essays on Ralph Waldo Emerson. Ed. Joel Myerson and Robert Burkholder (Boston:  G.K. Hall, 1983).

“Ebenezer Cooke’s The Sot-Weed Factor: A Satire on Pride,” Southern Studies 17 (Winter 1978), 363-73.
“Emerson and the Challenge of the Future:  The Paradox of the Unachieved in “Circles,’” Philological Quarterly 57 (Spring 1978), 243-53.

“The Career and Reputation of Christopher Pearse Cranch: An Essay in Biography and Bibliography,” Studies in the American Renaissance 1978 (1978), 453-72.

“James and Emerson:  The Ethical Context of The Ambassadors,” Studies in the Novel, 10 (Winter 1978), 431-46.

“Jones Very:  An Essay in Bibliography,” Resources for American Literary Study 5 (Autumn 1975), 131-46.

“Jones, Very, the Transcendentalists, and the Unitarian Tradition,” Harvard Theological Review 68 (April 1975), 105-24.

INVITED PUBLIC LECTURES:

“Work as Worship: Emerson’s Emancipating Religious and Political Journey.” Inaugural Thomas Lamb Eliot Lecture. John C. Danforth Center on Religion and Politics, Washington University, St. Louis. December 7, 2016 
“The New Emerson,” University of Texas, Permian Basin. Public lecture and classroom appearances on campus. February 25-26, 2016.
"Emerson's Spiritual Vision." Emerson Bicentennial Program "Emerson and the Examined Life." Faneuil Hall, Boston, June 28, 2003.  Later aired on CSpan 2 Book TV's "Public Lives" series.  

"The New Emerson and the Question of Religious Experience." Harvard Divinity School, October 15, 2000.  Program in celebration of the Andover-Harvard Theological Library renovation.  See http://www.hds.harvard.edu/news/events_online/robinson.html 
“Poetry, Personality, and the Divinity School Address,” Harvard Divinity School, April 14, 1988. In commemoration of the 150th anniversary of Ralph Waldo Emerson’s delivery of the Divinity School Address at Harvard. Later published in the Harvard Theological Review.
SELECTED CONFERENCE PAPERS:

“The Ecstatic and the Ordinary: Thoreau, Mountain Tops, and Moonlight.” West of Walden: Thoreau in the 21st Century. The Huntington Library, San Marino, California, April 7-8, 2017.

“Transcendental Ordinary: Cavell from Thoreau to Emerson.” International Conference on American Literature and the Philosophical. Conference conducted by the Université Paris Diderot and the Institute of Advanced Studies, Paris. March 23-25, 2017.
“Margaret Fuller, ‘Leila,’ and the Gendered Fantastic.” The Fantastic Now: Research in the Fantastic in the 21st Century. University of Münster, Germany. September 22-24, 2016.

“‘Perishing Republic’: Margaret Fuller, Rome, and the American Democracy,” American Literature Association Symposium on “The City in American Literature.” New Orleans, September 10-12, 2015.

“Wonder from the Abyss: Emerson’s Transparency and Eliot’s Rose Garden,” Power of the Word International Conference IV. Rome, Italy, June 18-20, 2015.

“Poe, Poe, Poe . . . Revisiting Daniel Hoffman’s Seven Poes,” Fourth International Edgar Allan Poe Conference. New York, February 26-28, 2015.

“Margaret Fuller, Religious Controversy, and the Shaping of Woman in the Nineteenth Century,” Society for the History of Authorship, Reading, and Publication Annual Conference. Antwerp, Belgium, September 17-21, 2014. 

“The New Henry: Natural History, Science Studies, and Thoreau,” ASLE-UKI Biennial Conference, University of Surrey, UK, August 29-31, 2013. 

“Margaret Fuller, the Dial, and the Goethe Wars,” “Transatlantic Women II: Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers Abroad,” Sponsored by the Fuller, Stowe and Sedgwick Societies. OPA Centro Arte E Cultura, Florence, Italy June 6-9, 2013.

“Angel Whisperings: The Turn in Emerson’s ‘Experience.’” “Conversazioni in Italia: Emerson, Hawthorne, Poe.” La Pietra International Conference Center, Florence, Italy. June 8-10, 2012.
“Romanticism as Popular Philosophy:  Emerson, Fuller, and the Dial,” for “Romanticism and Philosophy: An International Conference,” Université Lille 3 – Charles de Gaulle, Lille France, September 2012 
 “Emerson, Empiricism, and ‘The Natural Method of Mental Philosophy.’” “Reweaving the Rainbow: Literature and Philosophy, 1850-1910,” University of Exeter, UK, September 10-11, 2010.
“New American Bibles:  Whitman and Thoreau in 1860.” International Whitman Symposium: "‘In Paths Untrodden’: The 1860 Leaves of Grass." Università di Macerata, Macerata, Italy, June 18-19, 2010.

“Margaret Fuller, Self-Culture, and Associationism,” “Margaret Fuller and Her Circles.” Fuller Bicentennial Conference Massachusetts Historical Society, April 8-10, 2010.

“Thoreau, Natural History, and Modernity,” Conference on “Thoreauvian Modernities.” Lyon, France.  Sponsored by the Ecole Normale Supérieure Lettres et Sciences Humaines and the Université Lyon 2, May 16, 2009.

“Stanley Cavell, ‘Aversive Thinking,’ and Emerson’s ‘Party of the Future.’” “Stanley Cavell and Literary Criticism,” sponsored by the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, May 9-11, 2008.

“Green Byron: Thoreau, Jeffers, Snyder, and the Environmental Anti-Hero.” “Byron & Modernity,” sponsored by the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, B.C., October 25-27, 2007.

“‘Possessed of a Great History’:  Margaret Fuller's Italy in Revolution.” at the Conference “Dickens, Victorian Culture, Italy,” Genoa, Italy. Sponsored by the University of Genoa and the University of Milan, June 13-18, 2007.

“Gandhi, John Haynes Holmes, and American Liberal Religion.” in “Gandhi and Culture,” Annual Conference on South Asia, University of Wisconsin, October 2006.
"Agrarian Justice:  Paine, Jefferson, Crèvecoeur, and Economic Egalitarianism in the New Republics." Thomas Paine Symposium: Common Sense for the Modern Era, San Diego State University, October 22, 2005.

REFERENCE AND ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLES:  

"Romanticism." In American History through Literature, 1820-1870. Ed. Janet Gabler-Hover and Robert Sattelmeyer, pp. 1000-1007. Detroit: Scribner's, 2006.

"Transcendentalism." In American History through Literature, 1820-1870. Ed. Janet Gabler-Hover and Robert Sattelmeyer, pp. 1171-1180. Detroit: Scribner's, 2006.

“Unitarian Universalist Association.”  The Encyclopedia of New England. Ed. Burt Feintuch and David H. Watters.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 2005.  Pp.1330-1331.

“American Romanticism,” and “Transcendentalism,” Encyclopedia of American Cultural and Intellectual History. Ed. Mary Kupiec Cayton and Peter W. Williams 3 vols. (New York: Scribner's, 2001), I: 401-412 and 413-426.

“Diane Ackerman,” American Nature Writers, Volume I. Ed. John Elder (New York:  Scribner’s, 1996), pp. 21-30.

“Unitarianism,” A Companion to American Thought. Ed. Richard Wrightman Fox and James T. Kloppenberg (Blackwell Publishers, 1995), pp. 695-97.

INSTITUTIONAL SERVICE: 
Director, Center for the Humanities, Oregon State University, 2001-2016
University International Strategies Council, 2012--13
University Distinguished Professor Selection Committee, Oregon State University, 1987-91, 1994-95, 2003-04.  Chair, 1995-96

University Research Council, 1994-97

President, College of Liberal Arts Faculty Council, 1990-91

